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ABSTRACT

Cognitive structures embody mental concepts and direct our thinking about the world. In
addition, semantic approaches reveal the conceptual structures involved in organizing the
meaning of a word in light of the frames by which the meanings of words are understood.
To understand the most prominent cognitive theories and semantic concepts, one must
rely and refer to the cognitive model consisting of the frame theory which is a cognitive
theory that seeks to embody the mental concepts derived from the linguistic structure.
Frames are the mental structures underlie the lexical unit and draw its paths of meaning
and define its embodied frame. They also translate the process of interaction between
language and the human mind in creating new meanings and conceptual concepts.
Among the scholars who developed this theory is the American linguistic Charles
Fillmore (1929-2014) who had a strong presence in the field of behavioral psychology
through his structural and lexical semantic researches. He was one of the founders of
mental and cognitive linguistics along with George Lakoff and others. Fillmore insisted
on the great importance of semantics and its value in explicating different morphological
and syntactic phenomena.
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INTRODUCTION

Language is more than just words and ideas exchanged,; it is an essential component of human
communication. It is a complex network of signifiers, symbols, and expressions that have the
ability to change attitudes. The capacity of language to persuade and communicate is a crucial area
of study because it provides important insights into the dynamics of interpersonal and social
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interaction. The researcher focuses on two classic literary works in this investigation: Mark Dunn's
Ella Minnow Pea and Milan Kundera's The Unbearable Lightness of Being. These works act as
engrossing lenses through investigating the complex and frequently elusive relationship between
language, persuasion, and communication. As examined in Ella Minnow Pea and The Unbearable
Lightness of Being, language not only demonstrates its inherent power but also the complexity of
the social structures in which it functions. (Wittgenstein, 2010).

Noam Chomsky's notion of Universal Grammar is one of the fundamental theories to take
into account. (Cook, 1985). Ella Minnow Pea's portrayal of the deterioration of language
expression due to the prohibition of particular letters highlights how flexible language is,
supporting the idea that language is a dynamic construct that is molded by its users. A central
theme in Goffman's work, The Unbearable Lightness of Being is a gripping story that
demonstrates how language communication influences human identities and interpersonal
interactions. The philosophy of language, as explored by thinkers like Ludwig Wittgenstein, offers
a framework for understanding the limits and possibilities of language. Wittgenstein's exploration
of "the limits of my language mean the limits of my world" (Kopytko, 2007).

The ideas of rhetorical theorists like Aristotle and his concept of ethos, logos, and pathos,
which are essential to understanding how language can be harnessed to influence and persuade,
can strengthen the study of persuasion, a closely related topic. Aristotle's ideas of persuasion are
aligned with Ella Minnow Pea, where the battle to preserve a beloved sentence serves as a
poignant metaphor for the ability of language to stir emotion and motivate action. (Goffman,
2016).

While it appears in both novels, the theme of how language and media intersect to shape
public opinion and societal values can be examined through a critical lens by examining
communication theories, including those of scholars like Marshall McLuhan and Harold Lasswell.
Using these interdisciplinary viewpoints, this investigation looks at how Ella Minnow Pea and The
Unbearable Lightness of Being depict the transforming and, at times, taxing power of language in
an effort to understand the complex relationship between language, persuasion, and
communication. The researcher will traverse the linguistic labyrinths and philosophical
conundrums through these works, emphasizing the critical role that language plays in forming
identity, impacting human behavior, and promoting individual and societal change. At the end,
this analysis asks readers to acknowledge the ubiquitous, yet frequently nuanced, ways that
language, as it is represented in fiction and reality, penetrates our existence and has a strong
impact. McLuhan, H. M. (1966).

In delving into the thematic landscape of both novels, the intricate interplay between language
and media emerges as a focal point ripe for critical exploration. Scholars such as Marshall
McLuhan and Harold Lasswell provide theoretical frameworks through which this examination
can be conducted, shedding light on how communication dynamics shape public discourse and
societal norms. By employing an interdisciplinary approach, this inquiry seeks to unravel the
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nuanced portrayal of language's transformative potency within the pages of Ella Minnow Pea and
The Unbearable Lightness of Being. These works serve as rich tapestries illustrating the
multifaceted influence of language, from its capacity to shape individual identities to its role in
catalyzing collective change. Traversing through linguistic mazes and philosophical quandaries,
the analysis underscores the pivotal role of language in molding human behavior and facilitating
interpersonal connections. Through the lens of fiction and reality, readers are prompted to confront
the pervasive yet intricate ways in which language permeates our daily existence, exerting a
profound influence on our perceptions and interactions with the world around us. Ultimately, this
exploration beckons readers to recognize the profound significance of language as both a mirror
and a catalyst for societal evolution. McLuhan, H. M. (1966).

1.2 The Problem Statement

Using two different novels as case studies, this research proposes a scholarly investigation of
how language serves as a tool for persuasion and a communication medium. This investigation can
provide complex insights into how language dynamics impact social interaction, perception, and
organization. The possible issue statement and goals for a study with this title are broken down
here. This study's main goal is to address the underestimated and frequently disregarded influence
of language on how people think, interact, and form societies. Even while language is an essential
component of human connection, its subtleties can either subjugate, subjugate, or free individuals
and groups in ways that are not always fully understood. Both Mark Dunn'’s Ella Minnow Pea and
Milan Kundera's The Unbearable Lightness of Being convey distinct viewpoints on these topics
by describing fictitious settings in which language is essential to the lives of the people and the
cultures they live in. The challenge is in fully comprehending and expressing the ways in which
language influences these stories and, consequently, situations in the real world.

1.3 The Objectives
The current research aims at:
1-Analyzing the Role of Language in Individual and Collective Identity Formation

2-Investigating how characters in both novels use language to define themselves and their
relationships with others, exploring the implications for real-life identity construction.

3- Understanding Language as a Tool of Persuasion and Control

4-Examine specific instances within the novels where language is used to persuade or control
characters, drawing parallels to techniques used in real-world persuasion and propaganda.

5- Exploring the Impact of Language Restrictions on Freedom of Expression Use Ella Minnow
Pea as a case study to discuss the effects of limiting language on personal freedom and societal
decay, reflecting on historical and contemporary examples of censorship.
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6- Investigate Language's Role in Expressing and Shaping Reality

7- Examine how language shapes characters' understanding of reality, love, and existential
decisions in The Unbearable Lightness of Being.

This analysis will shed light on the philosophical principles that underlie language's potency.By
tackling these goals, the study seeks to provide light on the nuanced ways in which language
functions as an essential but potent instrument in human society, capable of altering people's
views of reality, affecting how events unfold, and both limiting and releasing individuals. By
examining two different literary works, the study aims to provide more insight into the critical
function language plays in communication and persuasion.

2. THE CONCEPT OF PERSUASION AND ITS STRATEGIES

The idea of persuasion is ingrained in human communication and connection, and it refers to
the intentional effort to sway someone else's opinions, beliefs, choices, and behavior. Effective
communication is the fundamental component of persuasion, which aims to change people's
minds through discussion, argument, and appeal. In order to thoroughly examine persuasion and
its techniques, one must examine both the fundamental ideas and the subtle strategies that
underpin persuasive communication.

Principles of Persuasion

1. Ethos Definition: Ethos refers to the communicator's credibility or ethical appeal. It's all
about projecting credibility and authority to the audience. Techniques: Showcasing knowledge,
extending kindness, and exhibiting dependability are all part of creating an ethos. Sharing
credentials, referencing trustworthy sources, and acting with honesty and integrity are ways to
accomplish this.

2. Pathos Definition: Pathos aims to arouse emotions in the audience in order to influence them
to take a chosen course of action or choice. Techniques: Using rich narrative, striking imagery,
and language that appeals to a broad range of emotions. By comprehending and speaking to the
audience's values, fears, hopes, and dreams, pathos effectively establishes a relationship with
them.

3. Definition of Logos: Logos is the logical appeal to the audience, persuading them with
evidence, facts, and reasoning. Techniques: putting out reasoned, concise arguments that are
backed by data. This entails utilizing data, facts, straightforward arguments, and unambiguous
reasoning to construct an intellectually appealing case. Even if persuasion is an effective
technique, it's important to think about the ethical consequences of using persuasive strategies.
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In addition to respecting the audience's autonomy, ethical persuasion aims to educate and
enlighten rather than control or mislead, and it makes a positive contribution to both the welfare
of the person and the larger community.

Effective persuasion blends the art of communication with the science of psychology. By
understanding and ethically applying the principles of ethos, pathos, logos, and advanced
persuasive strategies, individuals can significantly enhance their ability to influence others in a
variety of contexts (Cope, E. M., & Sandys, J. E. Eds.1877).

The followings are the research questions which are going to be answered,

How does the concept of Universal Grammar, as proposed by Noam Chomsky, manifest in the
narrative of Ella Minnow Pea, particularly in relation to the banning of specific letters and the
malleability of language?

In what ways do the sociological theories of Erving Goffman, focusing on face-to-face
interaction and symbolic interactionism, find resonance in The Unbearable Lightness of Being,
and how does linguistic communication contribute to the shaping of human identities and
interpersonal relationships in the novel?

Ludwig Wittgenstein's exploration of language games and the idea that "the limits of my
language mean the limits of my world" is discussed in the context of both novels. How do the
characters in Ella Minnow Pea and The Unbearable Lightness of Being experience and confront
the limits and possibilities of language, and how does this influence their worldviews?

Aristotle's rhetorical concepts of ethos, logos, and pathos are referenced in relation to Ella
Minnow Pea. Can one elaborate on specific instances in the novel where these persuasive elements
are at play, and how does the preservation of a linguistic sentence become a metaphor for the
broader power of language to evoke emotion and inspire action?

3.LITERATURE REWIEW

With its complex intricacies and diverse range of applications that influence our attitudes,
convictions, and behaviors, language is an effective instrument for persuasion and communication.
In order to examine the deep impact of language, this literature study examines two significant
literary works: Milan Kundera's The Unbearable Lightness of Being and Mark Dunn's Ella
Minnow Pea. These books are excellent resources for delving into the complex connections
between language and the ability to effectively persuade and communicate.

Language, with its multifaceted nature and broad spectrum of applications, serves as a
powerful tool capable of shaping our beliefs, convictions, and actions. Its intricate web of syntax,
semantics, and rhetoric renders it a potent instrument for both persuasion and communication,
wielding the ability to sway opinions and foster understanding. In seeking to unravel the profound
impact of language, this literature study embarks upon an exploration of two seminal literary
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works: Milan Kundera's The Unbearable Lightness of Being and Mark Dunn's Ella Minnow Pea.
Within the pages of these novels lie rich tapestries of linguistic expression and narrative depth,
offering fertile ground for probing the intricate interplay between language and its persuasive and
communicative functions. Kundera's exploration of existential themes and Dunn's playful
manipulation of epistolary form provide unique vantage points from which to examine how
language operates as a conduit for both interpersonal connection and ideological dissemination.
Through the lens of these works, readers are invited to contemplate the nuanced dynamics of
linguistic persuasion and the ways in which language shapes our understanding of the world. By
engaging with the textual landscapes crafted by Kundera and Dunn, this study aims to illuminate
the complex interconnections between language, persuasion, and communication, offering insights
into the profound role that language plays in shaping human experience and perception. (Akhtar,
A., Hussain, A., & Qazi, K. 2023)

3.1 LANGUAGE AS A REFLECTION OF SOCIAL VALUE

Mark Dunn creates a universe in Ella Minnow Pea where communication and language are
tightly regulated, highlighting the ability of language to reflect social values. The storyline of
Dunn centers on a made-up island where language usage is forbidden by an oppressive regime.
The novel illustrates the significant impact of linguistic limits on the citizens' capacity to express
themselves, ultimately resulting to societal instability, as letters of the alphabet are forbidden one
by one. Dunn'’s study shows how language has the power to affect behavior and form mind, acting
as a mirror to a society's fundamental ideals (Dunn, 2014).

In Mark Dunn's Ella Minnow Pea, the author masterfully constructs a fictional realm where
the regulation of communication and language serves as a poignant reflection of societal norms
and values. Set within the confines of a fabricated island, Dunn's narrative unfolds against the
backdrop of a totalitarian regime that imposes stringent restrictions on language usage. The central
premise of the novel revolves around the gradual prohibition of letters of the alphabet, a restriction
that progressively constricts the citizens' ability to articulate their thoughts and express themselves
freely. Through this ingenious literary device, Dunn skillfully underscores the profound influence
of linguistic boundaries on individual expression and communal cohesion. (Silver, E. A. 2004).

As the storyline unfolds, the ramifications of these linguistic constraints become increasingly
palpable, leading to a cascade of societal upheaval and unrest. The dwindling repertoire of
available letters serves as a powerful metaphor for the erosion of personal liberties and the stifling
of intellectual discourse within the island community. By meticulously chronicling the erosion of
linguistic freedom, Dunn's narrative serves as a compelling testament to the transformative power
of language and its capacity to shape individual behavior and societal dynamics.

Dunn's exploration delves into the symbiotic relationship between language and cultural
identity, illustrating how linguistic norms serve as a reflection of a society's fundamental values
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and beliefs. Through the lens of Ella Minnow Pea's fictional universe, readers are confronted with
the sobering reality of language as both a conduit for expression and a mirror of societal ideals.
Dunn's insightful examination prompts readers to contemplate the intricate interplay between
language, power, and social control, underscoring the indelible imprint that language leaves upon
the collective consciousness of communities (Silver, E. A. 2004).

Ella Minnow Pea stands as a testament to the enduring significance of language as a vehicle
for communication, cultural expression, and individual agency. Through Dunn's evocative
storytelling, readers are invited to grapple with the profound implications of linguistic censorship
and the enduring resilience of the human spirit in the face of oppressive constraints. As the
narrative unfolds, Dunn challenges readers to confront the fragility of linguistic freedoms and the
imperative of safeguarding the inherent dignity of language as a cornerstone of human civilization
(Dunn, 2014).

3.2 LANGUAGE AND EXISTENSIALISM IN THE UNBEARABLE LIGHTNESS OF
BEING

Milan Kundera delves into the realm of existentialism in The Unbearable Lightness of Being,
emphasizing the use of language in conveying the characters' existential dilemma. The book
centers on the lives of four characters in post-Prague Spring Czechoslovakia. Kundera investigates
the relationship between people's decisions and the philosophical ideas of "weight” and "lightness"
in life. This scene shows how language may shape a person's existential path since it serves as a
powerful tool for persuasion and communication that can profoundly affect the choices that
characters make. (MacArthur, 1984).

Ella Minnow Pea and The Unbearable Lightness of Being both highlight how language has
the power to influence and subjugate people. While the government uses language to impose
conformity and repression in Ella Minnow Pea, Kundera's work shows how language plays a
nuanced role in shaping the relationships and worldviews of its characters. This manipulation is a
prime example of how language has the ability to influence not just individual

behavior but also the behaviors of entire societies. The Unbearable Lightness of Being provides
information about how language and human nature interact. Kundera's examination of the nature
of existence and personal identity via language demonstrates the inextricable connection between
communication and our perception of ourselves and others. The characters’ attempts to
communicate through words highlight how complicated human relationships are and how
language may help or hurt those bonds. (MacArthur, 1984).

In both Ella Minnow Pea and The Unbearable Lightness of Being, the profound influence of
language emerges as a central theme, illuminating its capacity to shape and manipulate individuals
and societies alike. In Mark Dunn's Ella Minnow Pea, the government's strategic control over
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language serves as a tool for imposing conformity and repression upon its populace. Through the
gradual restriction of letters, Dunn masterfully depicts the insidious erosion of linguistic freedom,
underscoring the government's power to subjugate through linguistic manipulation.

Milan Kundera's The Unbearable Lightness of Being offers a nuanced exploration of
language's role in shaping interpersonal relationships and individual worldviews. Unlike the overt
coercion seen in Ella Minnow Pea, Kundera delves into the subtler ways in which language
influences the characters' perceptions and interactions. The novel serves as a compelling treatise
on the intricate interplay between language and human nature, revealing how communication both
reflects and shapes the understanding of existence and personal identity.

Through Kundera's lens, readers are confronted with the complexities of human
communication, as characters grapple with the nuances of language in their attempts to connect
and understand one another. The novel's exploration of the fragility of language highlights its
potential to either facilitate or hinder genuine human connection, underscoring the profound
impact of linguistic expression on the dynamics of interpersonal relationships. Kundera's
examination of language serves as a poignant reminder of its role as a mirror to society, reflecting
its values, beliefs, and power structures. The characters' struggles to navigate the intricacies of
language underscore the inherent complexities of human interaction, revealing how language can
both unite and divide individuals within a social framework. Both Ella Minnow Pea and The
Unbearable Lightness of Being offer profound insights into the transformative power of language,
demonstrating its capacity to influence individual behavior, societal norms, and the very fabric of
human existence. Through their respective narratives, Dunn and Kundera compel readers to
confront the complexities of language and its profound implications for human experience and
interaction. (Renaldi, & Widyastuti, 2015).

3.3 LANGUAGE AS A TOOL FOR RESISTANCE

Language appears as a weapon of resistance against repressive powers in both books. The
characters in Ella Minnow Pea and The Unbearable Lightness of Being show how language can
enable people to question authority and voice disapproval by using it to overcome the limitations
placed upon them. The analysis of Ella Minnow Pea and The Unbearable Lightness of Being in
connection to language, communication, and persuasion offers a fascinating framework for
comprehending the intricate interplay between language and impact in literature. These pieces
highlight the complex relationships that exist between language, cultural norms, existentialism,
manipulation, communication, and resistance. They also highlight the significant influence that
language has on our ideas, convictions, and behavior. In both Ella Minnow Pea and The
Unbearable Lightness of Being, language emerges not only as a means of communication but also
as a potent tool of resistance against oppressive forces. Through the characters' defiance and
resourcefulness, Mark Dunn and Milan Kundera vividly illustrate how language can serve as a
vehicle for challenging authority and expressing dissent in the face of adversity. Within the
confines of Ella Minnow Pea, the characters ingeniously leverage language as a form of resistance
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against the stifling constraints imposed by the government. By creatively circumventing the
limitations placed upon them, they demonstrate the power of linguistic subversion in reclaiming
agency and asserting individual autonomy (Jean-Paul, 1996).

The Unbearable Lightness of Being, Kundera's characters navigate a world fraught with
political upheaval and ideological conflict, where language becomes both a battleground and a
refuge for dissenting voices. Through their acts of defiance and linguistic rebellion, they confront
the oppressive forces that seek to silence them, reaffirming the transformative potential of
language as a tool of resistance and liberation. The analysis of Ella Minnow Pea and The
Unbearable Lightness of Being within the context of language, communication, and persuasion
offers a compelling framework for understanding the intricate interplay between language and its
impact in literature. These works serve as rich tapestries woven with themes of cultural norms,
existentialism, manipulation, communication, and resistance, inviting readers to explore the
complex relationships that exist between language and the human experience. Through their
exploration of language's multifaceted role, Dunn and Kundera shed light on the profound
influence that language exerts on our beliefs, convictions, and behaviors. By illuminating the ways
in which language can be wielded as both a weapon and a shield, these authors underscore its
capacity to shape our perceptions of reality and inspire transformative change. In essence, Ella
Minnow Pea and The Unbearable Lightness of Being stand as testament to the enduring power of
language as a force for liberation, resistance, and human expression in the face of oppression
(Jean-Paul, 1996).

4 METHODOLOGY
4.1 TEXT ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

To explore the power of language in persuasion and communication, two seminal literary works
are selected as our primary texts for analysis: Mark Dunn’s Ella Minnow Pea and Milan Kundera's
The Unbearable Lightness of Being. These texts were chosen for their thematic relevance and their
profound examination of the role of language in human existence.

The data for this study primarily consists of textual passages and dialogues from the selected
novels. The researcher focused on key excerpts that directly address issues related to language,
persuasion, and communication. These passages were carefully transcribed and organized for in-
depth analysis. The present analysis is rooted in an interdisciplinary approach, incorporating
elements of literary analysis, linguistics, and philosophy. The following steps has been employed
in the research data analysis.

The investigation of language's persuasive and communicative power requires a thorough
reading of literature that painstakingly reveals the complex dynamics of language use. Ella
Minnow Pea by Mark Dunn and The Unbearable Lightness of Being by Milan Kundera were
chosen for this analytical project due to their thematic resonance and insightful examination of
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the fundamental role that language plays in the fabric of human experience. These books are
valuable resources for analyzing the complex ways that language affects our reality, beliefs, and
interpersonal interactions in addition to being compelling stories.

The study's corpus of data is drawn from key dialogues and literary sections in these novels,
highlighting specific instances that deeply touch on language, persuasion, and communication
topics. Careful attention to detail was used in the extraction and arrangement of these texts,
laying the groundwork for a thorough investigation. The interdisciplinary aspect of this study's
analytical framework is evident in the way it integrates ideas from philosophy, linguistics, and
literary analysis to create a comprehensive comprehension of the linguistic landscapes of the
books.

Theme Coding: A thorough theme coding procedure was used in the first stage of our
investigation. Here, we combed through the stories to find examples where language serves as a
testing ground for the growth of characters and the plot. We focused on situations where
characters have to overcome linguistic obstacles, use language to persuade others, or have
introspective conversations on the value of spoken communication in their life. In addition to
highlighting the importance of language in the story, this thematic coding also brought attention
to the writers' skill in capturing the nuanced aspects of linguistic interaction.

Linguistic Analysis: To examine the ways in which language influences people, a thorough
linguistic analysis was conducted, building on the theme underpinning. This aspect of the
research entailed a careful analysis of the language devices and rhetorical devices used in the
story. We learned about the nuances of persuasive communication and the influence of language
on narrative voice and character dynamics by dissecting the writers' use of tactics like metaphor,
irony, and syntactic variety. This language analysis goes beyond a simple admiration of style; it
explores how these linguistic decisions relate to and emphasize the thematic issues of the novels.

Philosophical Investigation: To place the linguistic discoveries in the books into a more
comprehensive existential and philosophical context, a philosophical investigation was
conducted to enhance the interpretation. This study's component explored identity, life, and the
human condition by examining the ways in which existential issues and the linguistic experiences
of the characters interact. The study investigated how language challenges and victories reflect
more general inquiries about the essence of existence, freedom, and authenticity through this
lens.

5. DATA ANALYSIS ANA RESULTS
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5.1 The Impact of Linguistic Constraints in Ella Minnow Pea

Mark Dunn's Ella Minnow Pea is an engrossing examination of how language limitations
may mold and, occasionally, restrict a civilization. The island nation of Nollop serves as a
microcosm for analyzing the effects of linguistic degradation and manipulation because its citizens
are subject to stringent laws controlling language and expression. The book emphasizes how
language can shape identity, behavior, and even the path of history The Island’s quick slide
towards totalitarian language control provides an interesting metaphor for actual situations.
Instead of serving as an impartial instrument for communication, language starts to serve as a tool
for social and political control. The elimination of letters from common speech serves as a stark
reminder of how linguistic restrictions erode individuality and inventiveness. This reflects a wider
understanding one that finds resonance in the writings of philosophers like George Orwell in
"1984" and Aldous Huxley in "Brave New World" that language may be used to stifle thought and
speech. The characters of Ella Minnow Pea demonstrate how resilient the human spirit can be
when faced with linguistic oppression through their fights against these limitations. Language may
still transform, even when it is manipulated and restricted. A major focus of the book is the ability
of language to influence identity and spark resistance, demonstrating the complex relationship
between language, persuasion, and human experience. (Hunt, & Wickham, 1994).

5.2 The Philosophical Exploration in The Unbearable Lightness of Being

The Unbearable Lightness of Being by Milan Kundera provides a philosophical prism through
which to view the rich relationships and complexity of human existence (Kundera, 2020). The
novel explores the existential aspects of identity and how language shapes our views, even if it is
not primarily concerned with linguistic limitations. Kundera explores the concepts of "weight™" and
"lightness™ in human existence, which raises concerns about how language affects our perception
of the world and ourselves. We use language as a tool to interpret and make sense of the world
around us. It has the ability to establish and reconstruct our identities by framing and reshaping
our perspectives. Kundera's writings provoke reflection on the significance of language's
malleability and flexibility in relation to existential philosophy and identity. The complex
character relationships and dialogues in the book highlight how diverse communication can be.
The text illustrates the conflicting roles that language may play in fostering understanding among
people, emphasizing the difficulties and opportunities for communication that language brings in
interpersonal relationships (Salmon, 1969).

5.3 Integration of Themes in Ella Minnow Pea and The Unbearable Lightness of Being

The way these two novels are analyzed highlights how language can change communication
and persuasion. Ella Minnow Pea concentrates on the limitations that language can impose,
whereas The Unbearable Lightness of Being explores the complex interactions that occur between
language, identity, and interpersonal connections. These works offer a thorough analysis of

205



Journal of Language Studies. VVol.8, No.4, 2024, Pages (194-215)

language's power, revealing how it may mold human experience, impose restrictions on thought,
and sway ideas. We develop a greater understanding of the complex and multidimensional
function that language plays in communication and persuasion as we search further into the
themes and motifs found in these works. (Crystal, 2003)

The story of Ella Minnow Pea incorporates the idea of Universal Grammar by prohibiting
certain letters. This linguistic restriction demonstrates how flexible language is, supporting
Chomsky's theory that language is a dynamic construct that is molded by its users. The novel's
breakdown of linguistic expression emphasizes how language is a transformational medium. The
Unbearable Lightness of Being resonates with Erving Goffman's sociological theories, which
emphasize face-to-face interaction and symbolic interactionism. The book provides examples of
how language use shapes people's identities and connections with others. The story's characters
negotiate social roles and portray themselves in a variety of settings, illustrating Goffman's
observations about the function of language in regulating social interactions.

Both books explore Ludwig Wittgenstein's theory of language, in particular his idea that "the
limits of my language mean the limits of my world." The Unbearable Lightness of Being and Ella
Minnow Pea both have characters who struggle with the limitations and possibilities of language,
which affects how they see the world. The novels emphasize how important language is in
forming the experiences and worldviews of the protagonists. Ella Minnow Pea serves as an
example of Aristotle's rhetorical ideas of ethos, logos, and pathos through the fight to maintain a
beloved linguistic sentence. This is a moving metaphor for the ability of words to stir feelings and
motivate people to take action. The preservation effort is consistent with Aristotle's ideas of
persuasion, showing how words can have a significant influence on people and their behavior even
in limited circumstances (Devitt, & Sterelny, 1999).

Exploring the power of language in persuasion and communication through the lens of novels
like Ella Minnow Pea by Mark Dunn and The Unbearable Lightness of Being by Milan Kundera
offers a unique, qualitative insight into how language shapes our understanding of the world, our
relationships, and our identities. Both novels, while vastly different in style and setting, delve into
the essence of language's role in human life, revealing its profound influence on thought, behavior,
and societal norms.

Ella Minnow Pea by Mark Dunn

Ella Minnow Pea is a novel set in the fictional island of Nollop, named after Nevin Nollop, the
supposed creator of the phrase "The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog." The narrative
unfolds in an epistolary format, where letters between characters form the backbone of the story.
The central plot revolves around the government's decision to ban the use of certain letters as they
fall off a monument dedicated to Nollop. As the story progresses, the island's inhabitants are
forced to adjust their language and, by extension, their thoughts and expressions, to comply with
these arbitrary restrictions.
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This novel serves as a profound commentary on the arbitrariness of language and its impact on
freedom of expression. It highlights how language, often taken for granted, is central to individual
identity and collective culture. The removal of letters from the characters' lexicon not only limits
their ability to communicate but also symbolizes the erosion of their freedoms and individualities.
In this way, Dunn's novel persuasively argues that language is a cornerstone of democracy and
intellectual freedom (Fairclough, N. 2013).

The Unbearable Lightness of Being by Milan Kundera

In contrast, The Unbearable Lightness of Being explores the existential dilemmas faced by its
characters against the backdrop of the Prague Spring and its suppression. Kundera weaves a
complex narrative that delves into themes of love, freedom, and the pursuit of meaning in life.
Language in this novel is explored not just as a medium of communication but as a reflection of
the innermost thoughts and existential weight carried by the characters.

Kundera uses language to dissect the intricacies of human relationships and the paradoxes of
existence. The novel's philosophical discourse showcases how language can be used to persuade,
manipulate, and reveal deeper truths about our lives. Through his exploration of words and their
meanings, Kundera demonstrates the power of language to shape our perceptions of reality and
our understanding of being.

Both Ella Minnow Pea and The Unbearable Lightness of Being illuminate the power of language
in shaping human experience. While Dunn's work presents a literal restriction on language to
discuss its societal and individual implications, Kundera's novel uses language philosophically to
explore existential themes. Together, they underscore the idea that language is not merely a tool
for communication but a fundamental component of human identity, thought, and culture.These
novels encourage a deeper reflection on how language influences persuasion and communication.
They suggest that the way we use words can constrain or liberate, oppress or emancipate, not just
in literature but in everyday interactions. In essence, language wields the power to shape our
realities, affect our relationships, and dictate the bounds of what is conceivable and expressible.
Through the qualitative exploration of these works, we gain a richer understanding of language's
pivotal role in human life, highlighting its capacity to both persuade and communicate profound
truths about our existence (Fairclough, N. 2013).

6. FINDING AND DISCUSSISION

The latter part of the 1800s saw the emergence of the term "kitsch.” It originated in Munich's
art studios, where painting had been reduced to a method for producing the illusion of hand-
painted oil paintings from photos of everyday bourgeois life. The art critic Hermann Bahr is
credited with using the word for the first time in 1925. According to him, the industrial revolution
produced a society that confused quantity with quality, which led to the emergence of kitsch
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(Kundera, 2020). According to Kundera, the idea of kitsch is a linguistic distortion of reality in
which abundance passes for quality. This concept is related to Ella Minnow Pea, where the
Nollopian council controls language in order to maintain population control. Language is used as a
means of control and manipulation in both pieces (Bielsa, 2018).

Kundera also notes, "The goals we pursue are always veiled. A girl who longs for marriage
longs for something she knows nothing about. The boy who hankers after fame has no idea what
fame is. We are never aware of the entity that gives significance to every action we take. "(Kundera,
2020, p. 4). This remark emphasizes how language may be ambiguous and powerful in influencing
people's goals and ambitions. It draws attention to how language can be used to influence and
persuade people to follow objectives that they may not completely understand. Similar to this,
characters' thoughts and actions in Ella Minnow Pea are influenced by language and its
limitations, frequently without a full awareness of the implications.

Kundera's reflection on love and burdens is compelling: "The heaviest of burdens crushes us,
we sink beneath it, it pins us to the ground. But in love poetry of every age, the woman longs to be
weighed down by the man’s body. The heaviest of burdens is therefore simultaneously an image
of life’s most intense fulfillment. The heavier the burden is, the closer our lives comes to the earth,
the more real and truthful they become” (Kundera, 2020, p. 254). This perspective on the weight
of love as a fulfilling burden can be linked to the power of language in communicating emotions
and desires. Language in both novels serves as a means to express love, longing, and the
complexities of human relationships.

Kundera, in The Unbearable Lightness of Being, introduces the concept of a "poetic memory™
“The brain appears to possess a special area which we might call poetic memory and which
records everything that charms or touches us, that makes our lives beautiful... Love begins with a
metaphor. Which is to say, love begins at the point when a woman enters her first word into our
poetic memory” (Kundera, 2020, p. 33) this insightful idea emphasizes the fundamental
relationship between memory, language, and love. Language is essential for forming and
maintaining memories, just as it has the ability to influence and convey emotions. This concept
can be connected to the characters of Ella Minnow Pea, who utilize language to express their
feelings, build relationships, and make lasting memories in spite of language barriers. It highlights
how important language is as a vehicle for retaining the core of interpersonal interactions and
human experiences.

Kundera's insight that "The only relationship that can make both partners happy is one in
which sentimentality has no place and neither partner makes any claim on the life and freedom of
the other” (Kundera, 2020, p. 244) presents a sophisticated viewpoint on communication and
relationships. We can also examine this idea of a claim-free, sentiment-free connection in the
context of Ella Minnow Pea. Language constraints in the Nollopian culture can be interpreted as a
sentimentality and control mechanism that stifles personal expression and independence. These
pieces highlight the importance that language plays in influencing and forming interpersonal
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communication, shedding insight on how language manipulation can impact relationship
dynamics and the quest of pleasure. These quotations from Milan Kundera's The Unbearable
Lightness of Being offer insightful perspectives on the influence of

language on relationships, emotions, and wants. These quotations highlight the significant
impact of language on human communication, persuasion, and the search for meaning in life when
compared to the themes and linguistic devices of Ella Minnow Pea.

“Anyone whose goal is ‘something higher’ must expect someday to suffer vertigo. What is
vertigo? Fear of falling? No, Vertigo is something other than fear of falling. It is the voice of the
emptiness below us which tempts and lures us, it is the desire to fall, against which, terrified, we
defend ourselves.” (Kundera, 2020, p. 29). This statement speaks to the dizzying effects of striving
for lofty goals. Persuasion here lies in the internal dialogue and the struggle between ambition and
the fear of failure or in this case, the fear and desire of falling. Communication is internal, a
conversation with oneself about the risks and rewards of reaching for “something higher.” This
quote persuades us to acknowledge and confront our fears, suggesting that the true challenge is not
the fear of failure itself but our reaction to the temptation to give in to that fear.

“Love is the longing for the half of ourselves we have lost.”(Kundera, 2020, p. 127). In
discussing love as the longing for a lost part of ourselves, this quote communicates a profound
sense of incompleteness that love aims to fulfill. Persuasion in this context operates on an
emotional level, compelling us to seek connection and unity with others as a pathway to self-
completion. This notion taps into our innate desire to find and connect deeply with others,
suggesting that love is both a journey of external discovery and internal fulfillment.

“The heaviest of burdens crushes us, we sink beneath it, it pins us to the ground. But in love
poetry of every age, the woman longs to be weighed down by the man’s body. The heaviest of
burdens is therefore simultaneously an image of life’s most intense fulfillment.” (Kundera, 2020, p.
3). The idea that love's burdens are both crushing and fulfilling speaks to the dual nature of
profound emotional experiences. Here, persuasion is found in the contrast between the general
perception of burdens as negative and the specific experience of love's burden as intensely
positive. This quote communicates the idea that true fulfillment and happiness often come hand-
in-hand with challenges and responsibilities, persuading us to reevaluate our perceptions of burden
and joy.

“We all reject out of hand the idea that the love of our life may be something light or weightless;
we presume our love is what must be, that without it our life would no longer be the same; we feel
that Beethoven himself, gloomy and awe-inspiring, is playing the ‘Es muss sein!’ to our own great
love.” (Kundera, 2020, p. 19). This quotation speaks to the perceived essential nature of love,
using Beethoven's music as a metaphor for the profound and sometimes overwhelming sense of
destiny that accompanies true love. This invokes a form of persuasion that appeals to our sense of
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grandeur and inevitability, communicating that love is not just a part of life but a necessary,
defining force. It persuades us to view our own experiences of love as epic, necessary, and
predestined, enriching our emotional landscape.

In each of these quotations, persuasion and communication are not just about conveying ideas
but about connecting deeply with the reader's emotions, desires, and fears. They encourage readers
to reflect on their own lives, relationships, and aspirations, challenging them to confront and
embrace the complexities of human experiences. Through persuasive language and effective
communication, these quotes engage with human sense of identity, their fears, and their highest
hopes, inviting readers to explore the depths of what it means to be truly human.

A major issue in philosophy and literature is the ability of language to persuade and
communicate. Two different books that provide interesting takes on this theme are Ella Minnow
Pea by Mark Dunn and The Unbearable Lightness of Being by Milan Kundera. Despite their
differences in genre, style, and substance, these works examine the significant impact that
language has on how people think, behave, and interact with one another. This article discusses
the ways in which language is used by the characters in these two novels to communicate and
persuade, as well as the consequences that this has for the characters' worlds.

In this context, "Even trained for years as they all had been in the precision of language, what
words could you use which would give another the experience of sunshine?" (Dunn, 2014, p. 98).
Here, the quote illustrates the frustration of the island's inhabitants as they grapple with the
restrictions on language. Even though they have been well-versed in the art of language, the
Council's decree limits their ability to fully convey the beauty and warmth of the world around
them, showing how linguistic restrictions can stifle communication.

The quote, "The words were simple and there were not too many of them, but they conveyed
an overwhelming feeling of gratitude.” (Dunn, 2014, p. 36), emphasizes the profound impact of
simple words in conveying complex emotions. Language is shown as a tool for expressing deep
gratitude and establishing connections between characters. This quote demonstrates the emotional
power of language in fostering human bonds.

Jonas in Ella Minnow Pea emphasizes the significance of word choice by stating, "It’s the
choosing that’s important, isn’t it?" (Dunn, 2014, p. 99). This quote underscores the importance of
language as a means of personal expression, as well as the responsibility that comes with selecting
the right words to convey one's thoughts and feelings effectively. The next quote, "Words are
powerful, Jonas, you must be careful with them." (Dunn, 2014, p. 102), serves as a reminder of the
influence and weight that words carry. It highlights the need for caution when using language,
recognizing that the choice of words can have far-reaching consequences in relationships and
communication. While Ella Minnow Pea and The Unbearable Lightness of Being differ greatly in
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style and setting, they share themes related to language and its power in communication and
persuasion.

“Perhaps in time, Ella, the words we have lost will fade, and we will all stop summoning them
by habit, only to stamp them out like unwanted toadstools when they appear.” (Dunn, 2014, p. 24).
This quotation speaks to the normalization of censorship and the loss of language over time. It
suggests a future where the absence of certain words becomes so ingrained in people's habits that
they instinctively suppress any attempt to use them, much like how one might reflexively remove
weeds without thought. It reflects on the human capacity to adapt to restrictions and the potential
for significant cultural and linguistic shifts to become normalized.

“Love one another, push the perimeter of this glorious language. Lastly, please show proper
courtesy; open not your neighbor’s mail.” (Dunn, 2014, p. 74). This statement emphasizes the
importance of exploring the richness of language and encourages using it to its fullest potential to
express care and connection with others. However, it ends with a caution about privacy and
respect for others, hinting at a society where personal boundaries are under threat or surveillance
is a norm.

“Hundreds of words await ostracism from our functional vocabularies: waltz and fizz and
squeeze and booze and frozen pizza pie, frizzy and fuzzy and dizzy and duzzy...” (Dunn, 2014, p.
20). This reflects the whimsical yet alarming prospect of ordinary, everyday words being
systematically removed from use. The eclectic mix of words slated for removal underscores the
arbitrary nature of such censorship and the potential loss of cultural richness and expressiveness it
entails.

“The Council is wrong. Yet, observe that none of us will risk telling it so, for fear of the
consequences.” (Dunn, 2014, p. 18). This statement points to a society governed by an
authoritative body The Council whose decisions are beyond reproach, not necessarily because they
are right, but because the cost of dissent is too high. It's a commentary on the suppression of free
speech and the climate of fear that prevents the truth from being spoken.

“We appreciate your coming to us with a copy of your letter to your sister, but it was
unnecessary. Your offense was known to us even before the letter’s receipt by your sister.” (Dunn,
2014, p. 78).This quote reveals a surveillance state where personal communications are monitored,
and offenses against the prescribed norms are known to the authorities even before they are made
public. It underscores a lack of privacy and the extent to which individual actions are scrutinized
and controlled.

“U’ is gone. I suppose you’re aware. The 1st aeiouy to go. Up until now the other graphemes
were not aeiouys. When the aeiouys start to go, Ella, writing to you turns exponentially more
grueling. 1 will not throw in the towel, though."(Dunn, 2014, p. 142)
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This quote addresses the removal of the letter U from the language, marking a significant
escalation in the control over language as it now affects the fundamental building blocks: the
vowels. The difficulty in communication this causes symbolizes the broader impact of censorship
and control on human connection and expression. Despite these challenges, the speaker's
commitment to continue trying to communicate | will not throw in the towel highlights resilience
in the face of oppressive forces.

In both novels, characters grapple with the inadequacy of words to fully express their
thoughts and emotions. As stated in Ella Minnow Pea the words were inadequate for the job."
(Dunn, 2014, p. 36). This sentiment is a common thread between the two works, demonstrating
how language can sometimes fall short in conveying the complexity of human experiences.

Ella Minnow Pea and The Unbearable Lightness of Being are two thought-provoking tales
that highlight the persuasive and communicative power of language. They emphasize how
language is a tool that can be used to manage, control, and impact people and communities in
addition to being a way of expressing ideas and emotions. These books encourage readers to
consider the effects of censorship and linguistic limitations as well as the fine line that must be
drawn between individual freedom and social control when it comes to communication. They
illustrate the ongoing significance of language in the human experience via their distinctive
stories. The passages from these works that have been referenced highlight the subtleties and
complexity of language's influence on the formation of human connections and experiences.

7. CONCLUSIONS

We have traveled across a landscape rich in complexity and significance in our investigation
of the persuasive and communicational power of language via the prisms of Ella Minnow Pea and
The Unbearable Lightness of Being. These two works have come together around the core notion
that language is a force that affects human experience, influences beliefs, and has the power to
transform societies and individuals, while having different story focuses.

Ella Minnow Pea narrated a gripping story in which language restrictions were employed as
instruments of control, echoing the views of Hermann Bahr, who noted that kitsch quantity over
quality was the result of the industrial revolution. Emotional intensity was amplified in a
misrepresentation of expression in the island nation of Nollop, where language degradation
matched the decline of freedom. The characters' fortitude in the face of these limitations
demonstrated the ability of the human spirit to use language to connect and find meaning.

Milan Kundera conducted a philosophical investigation of existence in The Unbearable
Lightness of Being, wherein words were tools for forming identity and structuring reality. Jonas
observed that "words are powerful,” and that using them carefully is essential. Kundera's thinking
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reinforced this idea. The characters in both books grappled with the weight and constraints of
language, realizing that word choice was not only crucial but frequently the only way to express
feelings and experiences.

Throughout the examination, there were recurring themes of Lois Lowry's The Giver, which
demonstrated how inadequate language is to fully convey the range of human feelings. The
characters in both made-up worlds were aware of the fundamental limitations of language, but
they also loved how it could express profound emotions and thanks. We have learned that
language is a tool and a limitation through the vast field of linguistic study. It is a tool that has the
power to both reveal and hide the most profound truths. It's a power capable of communication,
persuasion, and, when controlled, oppression. The human experience and language's power are
intrinsically intertwined. Language serves as a tool for us to create meaning in the world, forms
our beliefs, and affects how we perceive ourselves and others. It has the power to impose strict
laws on us or influence us to view the world in a different way.

In summary, language's ability to persuade and communicate is a complex and
multidimensional process. The Unbearable Lightness of Being and Ella Minnow Pea have been
gateways into this complex world. They have served as excellent examples of the human spirit's
tenacity as well as the value of judgment and deliberate word choice while dealing with linguistic
limitations. They have prompted us to consider the nature of language and the ability of people to
find meaning, even in the most trying situations, through their personal stories.

As we come to the end of our investigation, language serves as a reminder that it is more than
just a means of communication; rather, it is a mirror of the human spirit and its never-ending
search for connection and expression. Language has power not only in its words but also in the
identities, feelings, and ideas it can evoke. It is undeniably one of the most significant factors
influencing the human experience, and learning more about it is a never-ending adventure filled
with new discoveries. In the end, language has the potential to express mankind in all its
complexity and beauty. It serves as a reminder of the human spirit's limitless ability to connect and
discover meaning via language, even in the face of the most difficult obstacles.
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