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Abstract

This study aims to investigate the various types of challenges and limitations at semantic
levels that translators face in the business and economic translation products of tenders and
bids from English into Arabic. To achieve the objectives of the study, a sample of four
tenders of business documents was collected from a variety of national and international
non-governmental organizations such as the bilingual specialized texts that were published
between 2019 and 2020 in Iraq, specifically in Erbil, Kurdistan Region. The study relies
on Holmes’ map (1988) of descriptive translation studies, developed by Toury (1995). To
answer the research questions: how does a translator deal with specialised terminologies
and expressions in translating business tenders and bids and what effect and role do
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semantic changes play in business and economic translation products? The study employs
the analytical-descriptive translation methodology in analysing business texts. The analysis
of business and economic texts has revealed that inaccurate synonyms at the semantic level,
such as using different synonyms and translating semantic collocations, appear more
frequently than other issues in translating business texts in the target language. The findings
of the study have indicated that business and economic terms may have more than one
accurate and faithful translation. Nevertheless, one translation can be appropriate and
accurate. The study has concluded that cultural phenomena rarely appear in business and
economic tenders and bids in comparison with other areas of economic and business texts,
e.g., metaphors and idioms in general business texts.

Key words: Semantic Problems, Equivalence Inaccuracy, Business Translation, Product-

Oriented Approach, Business Texts, Descriptive Translation Study.
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