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Abstract

This study aims at revealing the rhetorical difficulties of teaching English novel to
the third grade from the students’ perspectives at the Universities of Tikrit and Kirkuk.
1. Finding out the rhetorical difficulties and the problems that face Third grade students
in the English Departments in Tikrit and Kirkuk Universities in teaching novel from
students' perspectives. The population of the study are 161 students from English
Departments in Colleges of Education for Humanities at Tikrit and Kirkuk Universities,
whereas the sample is 65 students. The questionnaire has been constructed and
distributed to the third year students of English Department in the Colleges of Education
at Tikrit and Kirkuk Universities. The questionnaire of students which contains (20)
items, to be answered by the third year students.

The novels that are included in the questionnaire are:
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1. "Wuthering Heights" by  Emily Bronte
2. "Great Expectations" by  Charles Dickens

After the analysis of the results of the current study. It is recommended that rhetorical
difficulties of novel should be concentrated, explained, analyzed to students.
Keywords: Rhetorical, Difficulties, Novel, Instructors, Students, Perspectives
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Introduction

1.1 The Statement of the problem :

It is known that the novel is a narrative form that contains verydramatic scenes and
often the students forget what they learn from the characters and the events because the
classical methods only teach them the plot while the language and the structure of the
novel are neglected. The instructor's responsibility is to choose the correct and suitable
method that enables him to pass to his students the idea of the novelist. The primary
purpose of learning a foreign language is to acquire the ability to communicate ideas,
feelings meanings and attitudes in thatforeign language (Nasr,1963:163).

The problem is that lecturers at the Iraqi Universities try to do their best to achieve
a successful lecturing situation, but the rhetorical aspect of novel is difficult, and
problematic, so this study attempts to achieve this point. Therefore, this study tries to
investigating the difficulties of teaching this aspect from the students perspective in the
English Departments/ Colleges of Education for Humanities/ Tikrit and Kirkuk
Universities.

1.2 Aims of the study :
1. Finding out the rhetorical difficulties encountered by third year students in learning
novel.

1.3 Value of the study:

1. It is hoped that this study will help instructors in developing new techniques and
strategies for teaching the English novels ( Wuthering Heights )and ( Great
Expectations ) to the third grade in Tikrit and Kirkuk universities.

2. Students will benefit from this study by having wider interpretation of difficulties to
overcome them.
1.4 Limits of the study :
1. Teaching the Victorian novel in the colleges of education at Tikrit andKirkuk
universities which are ( Wuthering Heights ) and ( Great Expectations )
2. Third-year students in the departments of English at college ofHuman sciences
at Tikrit and Kirkuk universities during the academic year 2021-2022
3. The difficulties of teaching Victorian novel "Wuthering Heights" and "Great
Expectations” from students perspectives.
1.5 The plan of the study
The following procedures are applied in this study :
1. Selecting a sample of third year students in the English departments in the
colleges of Education for humanities at Tikrit and Kirkuk universities.
2. Constructing of students' questionnaire for rhetorical difficulties.
3. Analysis of data using statistical means.
4. Drawing conclusions and recommendation.
1.6 Definitions of Basic Terms :
1.6.1 Rhetoric: ,( Sonja K Foss, 2017:1 ) defines rhetoric as, the human use of
symbols to communicate, arguing that in addition to the written and spoken
word, rhetoric, includes nondiscursive or nonverbal symbols, like ( but not
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limited to ), television programs, films and videos game, art, architecture, and
advertisements.
The operational definition is the rhetorical devices that are found in novel
which causes difficulties to instructors and students at Tikrit and Kirkuk
universities.

1.6.2 Difficulties: The quality or state of being hard to do, deal with or understand:
the quality or state of being difficult understand the difficulty of the task has
difficulty reading climbs stairs with difficulty (Merriam. Webster, 2021 ).

The operational definition : novel is defined as an imaginary narrative work in prose

of a long length, which narrates a story about certain characters living in a given

environment and describes their attitudes, fate, and adventures. The novel in this
study is "Wuthering Heights™ by Emily Bronte, and "Great Expectations” by Charles

Dickens

1.6.3 Novel : the English word novel comes from the Italian word novella which means

"little new thing" The term novel, in most European languages,is derived from
the medieval term romance (Goodvin,1998:1).

The operational definition : novel is defined as an imaginary narrative work in
prose of a long length, which narrates a story about certain characters living in a given
environment and describes their attitudes, fate, and adventures. The novel in this
study is "Wuthering Heights™ by Emily Bronte, and "Great Expectations" by Charles
Dickens
2. Literature Review

2.1 The Concept of Novel

A novel is "a fictitious prose narrative or tale of considerable length
representative of the real life of past or present times portrayed in a plot of more or less
complexity " ( Hawthorn,1986:12 ). The novel also includes imaginary characters,
situations and refrences to real places people and events. Although the characters and
actions are imaginary but they are in some sense representative of real life ( 1bid:4).

2.1.1 The Major Types of Novel
There are many types of novel and the major types include:

A. Allegorical Novel
The Allegorical novel depends on an extended symbol, sometimes a whole story,

such as a tale of a journey symbolizing the main character's entire life.. ( Eiland,
2000:1)

B. The Comic Novel

The comic novel is about people caught in situations, which draw out their own
absurdities. The situation or the people themselves may be absurd. The novelist
tries to illustrate the world in a strange from and the irrationality is emphasized.
The world is portrayed as shallow and comic. Vanity Fair ( 1848 ) by William
Makepeace Thackeray represents this type of novels ( Coyle,1993:1)

C. The Epistolary Novel

This type is written in the form of letters to or from people. In order to get

the full sense of place, the letters would have to be long contrived. This

type of novel also contains psychological potential. In ancient times middle

class people wrote letters to each other in good English and good letters
might make better novels. An Example of this type of novel is Pamela (

1740 ) by Samuel Richardson ( Coyle,1993:1).
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An epistolary novel employs the first person narrative method in the form
of letters, journals or diaries ( Goodvin,2004:3)

D. The Picaresque Novel
The word 'Picaro’ is Spanish which means rogue. This kind of novel is built

on the tradition of the sixteenth-century Spanish Picaresque narrative. The
Picaresque novel is typically episodic and it normally lacksa sophisticated
plot or psychologically complex or developing characters.

Daniel Defoe's novel Moll Flanders is a pure Picaresque novel
(Hawthorn,1986:13 ).

E. Gothic Novel

It is a novel of horror, the hand core of which is supernaturalism. Since it
is a reaction to the reign of reason and authority. Gothic novel may be
described as the quintessence of romanticism E.G. Emily Bronte's'
Wuthering Heights (Davis,2006:69).

2.1.2 Aspects of Novel

A. Point of view : The point of view is often effective in giving the sense of
closeness to the character when the reader of the novel can seeall the events
through that character's eyes ( Silvester,2004:1 ).

B. Theme : The term theme refers to the larger significance of the story,the
general observations or truths about life experience that are suggested by the
particular combinations of characters, events, setting and language of a given
story ( Kay, 1998,:266 ). The theme can be regarded as the most important
element in fiction. The controlling idea and the truthabout life that the author
tries to convey to his readers. Theme is often
revealed to the reader when the awareness concerning the charactersincreased (
Donald& Morrow,1996:345 ).
C. Conflict : Conflict can be defined as the struggle between the opposing forces
( Kay,1998:265 ). It is the relationship between the protagonist who is the
narrative's chief character and whom the interest ofthe plot is centered around and
the antagonist who is the protagonist's opponent. There are many common types
of conflict such as :
1. Conflict between the individuals.
2. Conflict between the protagonist and fat
D. Plot : Forster used two principles of combining the events intosequences
and the combination of the sequences to create a story. These two main
principles are temporal succession and causality and they areused also to
distinguish between "plot" and "story" (Kenon,2002:17).

There are four basic component elements of the plot :

Introduction
Conflict

Climax

Resolution

In the introduction the writer begins his story and tries to give information to the
reader about the main character. Through the conflict which is generally introduced
near the beginning of the novel, the reader knows that the main character has a
problem when climax occurs, the conflict is about to be solved. Finally the novelist
uses resolution which gives the continuity of the novel after the climax (
Smith,2001:3).
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E. Setting : Setting is defined as the time and the place of the action andit
sometimes provides the reader with a background for the characters andtheir actions,
it is very important when it functions as an environmentthat determines the types
of the characters and affects the events of the plot ( Donald& Morrow,1996:345 ).

2.1.3 Rbhetorical Strategies

As you plan your essay, you will want to think the rhetorical strategies by which
you will present your ideas and evidence to readers. These strategies, sometimes called
rhetorical modes or techniques, help a writer organize evidence, connect facts into a
sequence, and provide clusters of information necessary for conveying a purpose or an
argument. You might choose to analyze the cause of an outcome, compare one thing to
another, classify your facts into categories, define a key term, describe a person, place,
or phenomenon, explain how a process works, or narrate a pertinent event or experience
(Elizabeth J. Keller, 2019:142).

2.1.5 The Rhetorical Triangle : Subject, Audience, Speaker's Persona

The process of invention-the speaker must take into account three elements: the subject,
the audience, and the speaker. Considering the subject means that the writer / speaker
evaluates what he or she knows already and needs to know, investigates perspectives,
and determines kinds of evidence or proofs that seem most useful. Considering the
audience means speculating about the reader’s expectations, knowledge, and disposition
with regard to the subject writers explore (Richard Johnson-Sheehan,2016:1).

2.1.6 FEigure of speech

Figure of speech compares two different things. It describes something new through
something which is already familiar (Madden: 2002). Some scholars present their
definition of figure of speech. (Perrine:1992) reveals that figure of speech defines as a
way of saying something other than ordinary way. (Fogelin and Kronrod: 2013) argues
that figurative language use words and expression which employ the connotative
meaning. While (Heller:2011) defines figurative language and speech refers to the
alterations of words that exaggerate the usual meaning and provide the connotative
expression.

2.1.8 Common rhetorical devices include :

A- Similes : Comparing two things using the words like or as: "Her smilewas as
warm as a summer day".
B- Metaphors : Comparing two things without using like or
as: "Her
eyes wereocean-deep”.
C- Alliteration : Using words with similar beginning sounds closetogether:
"Her heart hammered".
D- Onomatopoeia : Words that imitate the sound they describe, such as:splash, plop,
sploosh, whiz, etc ( Merriam-Webster,2022:1).

2.1.8.1 Reasons to Use Rhetorical Devices.

To Add Emphasis
We can emphasize a concept in our story by using more words, making our words
more memorable or interesting, or by repeating words. In addition to analogies like
similes and metaphors, we can emphasize with
a- Amplification : Repeating a word or phrase within a sentence while adding
more detail: "Love-true love-is what brings us together today".
b- Epizeuxis : Repeating one word to make it more important: "Our day at the
beach was fun,fun,fun”.
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c- Rhetorical Questions : Asking a question where an answer isn't expected:
"Why would an innocent visitor leave a trail of blood?".

d- Hypophora : Asking a question and immediately answering it: "Why had she
agreed to go along with the plan ? Oh yeah, because she was an idiot".

e- Polysyndeton : Adding more conjunctions than necessary, dragging out a list:
"The girl argued and quarreled and whined and begged, but nothing changed her
parents' minds"

f-  Asyndeton : Omitting conjunctions to create an emotion: "The dark skies
filled her with despair, with longing, with loneliness™.

g- Commoratio : Repeating an idea with different word: "She was doomed.
Finished. Dead".

h- Litotes : Describing what something isn't to imply what it is: "She eyed him
from across the room. Yeah, he wasn't hard to ogle" (Jami Gold, 2016:1).

2.1.13 The Victorian novel

It is logical that the much longer Victorian period includes even more variety
Greenblatt states that fiction, particularly the novel, replace poetry as the most
influential and popular literary form. The fact that it dealt with matters concerning
everyday life was part of the appeal. Most plots in Victorian novels focus on a
protagonist seeking to define his or her place in society. Greenblatt elaborates by
claiming that the novel "constructs a tension between surrounding social conditions and
the aspiration of the hero or heroine". Therefore, the novel became the natural from for
"portraying woman's struggles for self-realization™ in a society full of constraints
imposed on her. Greenblatt argues, "the novel was both a principal form of
entertainment and a spur to social sympathy"( Greenblatt 2006:1901- 1902).

2.13.1 Wuthering Heights
a Complex Novel by Emily Bronte (2019,May 13) Retrieved June 24, 2022,
from  https://studydriver.com/wuthering-heights-a-complex-novel-by-emily-
bronte/ Wuthering Heights is a complex novel by Emily Bronte. The novel set up in a
way that portrays two separate generations of characters and the relationships from the
first generation are shown in the second generation but with specific things that help
the reader increase their understanding of the novel. Wuthering Heights is a novel about
despair and love. Emily Bronte uses specific literary devices to help create a complex
and intriguing plot; She uses flashbacks, symbolism, and irony, to contribute to the
many different themes of the novel.

Emily Bronte uses flashbacks, symbolism, and irony to help with the many
themes in Wuthering Heights. By using these she is able to further the plot and create
a complex and intricate story. She is also capable of keeping the audience intrigued by
using the literary devices.(ibid)

2.2.3 The Characterization and Imagery Used in Charles Dicken's Novel "'Great
Expectations""

The novel, Great Expectations, by Charles Dickens is considered by many to be
one of the greatest works of Victorian fiction. It is through the use of characterization
and imagery that Dickens is able to make his ideas most prominent in the minds of
readers. Through his expert use of these authorial techniques, Dickens successfully
criticizes the prison system, the morals of society, and the social injustice of his time.
Charles Dickens uses irony to communicate the following about injustice; it constrains
the people that are experiencing it, whether it be physically, mentally, or emotionally.
Dickens uses irony as a very powerful tool to display the theme of injustice and what it
does to the characters in the book. The use of Sarcasm and Irony in Great Expectations
by Charles Dickens Charles Dickens uses satire such as sarcasm and irony to showcase
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the female characters in his novel as very domineering and possessing of unattractive
qualities (Avni J. Dave, 1998:6).

2.2_Previous study

1. Rahmat (2020):

The study aims

This study is to explore rhetorical problems faced by writers. Specifically, this
quantitative study investigates how the writing teacher and teaching method
influence rhetorical problems. In addition to that,this study also explores
the influence of perceived writing difficulties and fear of writing on rhetorical
problems. A survey with 5 Likert scale was used as the instrument, and 108
participants were randomly chosen. Findings revealed a variety of gender
differences variety for different sub-sections.

3. Procedures

3.1 Population and Sample

Population and sample are considered a basic steps in the procedure of the study.
Population means all the individuals of the group while sample means a subset of the
population (Creswell, 2012:142).

The population of this study is (161) third year English novel students from English
Departments in Colleges of Education for Humanities from Tikrit University (98) ,and
from Kirkuk University (63).

The sample is a subset of the target population that are intending to evaluate in
order to generalize the target population. Ideally, a survey is selected to represent the
population as a whole (Creswell, 2012:145). According to Ary et al. (2006:148), a
sample is a number of individuals, objects or events selected for a study from a
population, usually in such a way that they represent the large group from which they
are selected. As for the current study, the sample was randomly selected in order to be
truly representative of the population characteristics without any bias and in order to
obtain valid and reliable results.The total number of the students sample of this study is
(65) chosen randomly. Intentional choice is represented through choosing college and
random choice is achieved through selecting a representative number of students from
Colleges of Education/Tikrit and Kirkuk universities, as shown in the following table:

Table (1)
Population and Sample of the Students
University Population Sample
Tikrit 98 40
Kirkuk 63 25
Total 161 65

3.2.1 The Questionnaire
A questionnaire is one of the most widely used tools to collect data especially in

social science research. The main objective of the questionnaire in research is to obtain
relevant information in the most reliable and valid manner (Fowler, 2002:73). - A
questionnaire has been constructed for students to find out the rhetorical difficulties of
teaching English novels at on the third stage from the students' perspective at the
universities of Tikrit and Kirkuk. The questionnaire contained twenty (20) items
focused on the challenges EFL students face while learning novels. Likert's five scales
is used. strongly agree (1), agree (2), neutral (3), disagree (4), and strongly disagree (5).
(See appendix ).
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3.3 Validity of the Questionnaire Validity is the most important consideration in
the development and evaluation of measurement instruments. Historically, validity has
been defined as the extent to which the instrument measures what it claims to measure
(Aryetal., 2010:225).

3.3.1 Face Validity
Lewis et al. (1995:141) define "face validity as the degree to which a measure appears
to be related to a specific construct, in the judgement of those who are concerned with
education, such as test-takers, teachers, supervisors, etc."
3.3.2 Content Validity
Content validity refers to the extent to which the items in a questionnaire are
representative of the entire theoretical construct the questionnaire is designed to assess
(Hughes, 1989:26).
3.3.3 Construct validity
Construct validity refers to the extent to which the new questionnaire
conforms to existing ideas or hypotheses concerning the concepts
(constructs) that are being measured. Construct validity presents the
greatest challenge in questionnaire development. If the questionnaire
exhibits construct validity there should be a marked difference in how
these two groups respond (Del Greco et al, 1987:699).

Table (3)
Coefficients of Discriminatory Power for Students Questionnaire

I\iltc;.r;): Higher Group Lower Group T-Value
Mean SD Mean SD Calculated | Tabulated
1 4.074 0.781 3.407 0.747 3.207 2.000
2 2.963 0.854 2.222 0.424 4.039 2.000
3. 3.926 0.781 3.037 0.192 5.746 2.000
4 2.630 0.565 1.333 0.734 1.277 2.000
5. 3.444 0.751 2.259 0.594 6.433 2.000
6. 2.370 0.839 1.148 0.362 6.955 2.000
7. 3.852 0.907 3.111 0.320 4.002 2.000
8. 2.185 0.786 1.296 0.542 4.840 2.000
9, 2.222 0.892 1.444 0.751 3.469 2.000
10. 2.296 0.912 1.481 0.753 3.582 2.000
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11 | 3926 [ 0874 [ 3185 | 0.483 3.856 2.000
1> | 229 | 0724 [ 1259 | 0594 5,755 2.000
13 | 2407 [ 0844 | 1259 | 0526 6.003 2.000
14 | 2111 | 0847 | 1370 [ 0.629 3.649 2.000
15 | 3741 [ o712 | 3074 | 0.267 4.557 2.000
16, | 2000 [ 0784 | 1370 | o0.688 3.138 2.000
17 | 3963 [ 0808 | 3296 [ 0.609 3.427 2.000
18 | 2222 [ osor | 1222 | 0506 5.488 2.000
19 | 2370 | 0742 [ 1481 | 0700 4532 2.000
0. | 2074 [ 0820 | 1206 | 0542 4.084 2.000

*Degree of Freedom= 63

3.4 Pilot Administration of the Questionnaire

The pilot study is a method by which the research instrument is applied to a small
population before its final administration. It is a fundamental step in carrying out any
study. It shows whether there are any faults or flaw that need to be examined and
amended before the final instrument is conducting. It helps in determining to what
degree the measurement is realistic and logical. In addition to making sure that items
are understandable and clear. It also evaluates the time requires to apply a test or
questionnaire (Madsen, 1983:109).

3.5 Scoring Scheme of the Questionnaire

Scoring means the use of applying numerical scale to measure responses. Scoring
offers valuable feedback on students' achievements as well as teachers' attitudes
(Genesee & Upshur, 1996:207).

3.6 Reliability of Questionnaire

Reliability is an important characteristic which any research instrument must have.
Reliability refers to the consistency of scores which simply means that a research
instrument would be considered sufficient once it demonstrates its reliability. A reliable
research instrument is consistent and dependent if it is given to the same student or
matched students on two different occasions, then it yields similar results (Brown, 2010:
27).

The reliability of the questionnaire is determined by using the Alpha formulation
of Cronbach which is used to calculate the internal accuracy statistically. It measures
how closely a group of items are connected to one another.

The statistical findings show that the questionnaire's reliability coefficient is 0.89
as indicated in Table (4). This means that the questionnaire is reliable.

Table (2)
Internal Consistency by Using Cronbach Alpha
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Alpha Coefficient Range Reliability Assessment
>0.95 Too high; indicators are redundant
0.90 to 0.95 Somewhat high
0.80-0.90 Excellent
0.70-0.80 Good
0.60-0.70 Acceptable for exploratory research

To obtain the reliability of the questionnaire, the researcher uses SPSS 25.0
programme to find out whether or not the questionnaire is reliable as shown in table

(5).

Table (3)
Reliability Statistics of Alpha Cronbach
Reliability Statistics No. of Items
Reliability of students Cronbach's Alpha Based on
4 . . 0.856 20
guestionnaire Standardized Items

From the above table, it can be seen that Cronbach’s Alpha for the students'
questionnaire is 0.856. This means the questionnaire is highly reliable according to
Cronbach's Alpha internal consistency.

4.0 Analyses of Data and Discussion of Rsults
4.1 Analysis of the data.

Questionnaire Related to Students Response
In order to analyze rhetorical difficulties and the problems that face the students of

English departments in understanding the novel from students' perspectives, It has
calculated the score of each item that is based on the 5-point Likert scale. The
interpretation of the students’ rhetorical difficulties and the problems that face the
students of English departments in Tikrit and Kirkuk universities is presented in the

Table:

Table (6)
The Mean, Standard Deviation, Percentages, and Tendency of
Students Responses to Rhetorical Difficulties

wn
- —+
o Olow Q —
Nl 5l 21 2| 8| zESE g o) 3 T
o S| & c S B oo & © o &
3 @ = eRrRI3k = < o @ S
7 > D ) ol &P @ Yy g oy
(@] D |0 < o = <
(.'; o
D S
3.76 | 1.11 | 75.38
118 21 19 16 7 2 9 5 5 | Agree 1
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3.67 | 1.16 | 73.53

19 17 24 15 4 5 7 1 8 | Agree 2
3.47 | 0.97 | 69.53

1 4 36 17 3 5 7 0 8 | Agree 3
3.41 1 1.10 | 68.30

12 8 30 12 11 4 5 2 8 | Agree 4
3.36 | 1.03 | 67.38

11 9 22 20 12 2 9 9 5 | Neutral 5
3.35|1.12 | 67.07

9 10 23 15 14 3 4 4 7 | Neutral 6
3.35 | 1.03 | 67.07

17 9 21 21 12 2 4 7 7 | Neutral 7
3.30 | 0.95 | 66.15

16 7 21 22 15 0 8 1 4 | Neutral 8
3.29 | 1.04 | 65.84

6 11 14 23 17 0 2 2 6 | Neutral 9
3.23 | 1.07 | 64.61

5 6 23 21 10 5 1 2 5 | Neutral 10
3.21 |1 111 | 64.30

2 8 20 19 14 4 5 1 8 | Neutral 11
3.20 | 0.98 | 64.00

14 7 16 27 13 2 0 7 0 | Neutral 12
3.18 | 1.05 | 63.69

4 7 20 18 18 2 5 9 2 | Neutral 13
3.04 | 1.05 | 60.92

3 4 21 18 18 4 6 2 3 | Neutral 14
293 | 1.10 | 58.76

20 3 19 23 11 9 8 2 9 | Neutral 15
290 | 1.07 | 58.15

18 2 22 15 20 6 8 1 4 | Neutral 16
2.89 | 0.81 | 57.84

13 0 13 | 37 10 3) 2 2 6 | Neutral 17
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1 2.80 | 1.17 | 56.00

8 |7 3 20 13 19 10 0 5 0 | Neutral 18
1 2.80 | 0.95 | 56.00

9 |10 2 12 | 28 17 6 0 5 0 | Neutral 19
2 2.46 | 1.03 | 49.23 | Disagr

0 |15 3 7 17 | 28 10 2 2 1|ee 20

As shown in table (6), the content's items are arranged from the most to the least

arranged in order according to the percentage weight and rank; the highest three items
of the students'’ responses are explained, so item number four, which states, "Parody is
difficult for me", most students find difficulty in Parody with a percentage of strong
agreement (91.38%), while item number five, which states, " Sarcasm is easy for me,"
most students find difficulty that Sarcasm makes the novel interesting with a
percentage of strong agreement (90.46%). Whereas item number eight, that states, "I
don't know what nostalgia means,"” got the percentage of students' responses (88.00%)
of strong agreement, so most students don't understand what nostalgia means. Also
item number twelve, that states, "Metaphor is highly represented more than simile in
Great Expectation,” got the percentage of students' responses (85.85) of strong
agreement, so most students do not understand the difference between metaphor and
simile.
Item number three "I don't find satire easy in Wuthering Heights", students find less
difficulty to understand it with a percentage of (76%). Item number eighteen
"Onomatopoeia is not quite clear”, and item number twenty "Finding literary devices
and teaching them is avoid in this novel is a difficult task”, and item number fourteen
"Objective correlative is employed in a confusing way" students do not know how to
use these devices in their position they face difficult for and got the same difficulty
with a percentage (72%).1tem number fifteen "Rhetorical style of some speeches and
dialogues is extravagant” students find difficult in understanding it with a percentage
of (70%).

Item number nineteen "Personification makes the novel interesting” is difficult in
most of students to comprehend with a percentage of (68%). Item number seven "I
can't find utopia in Wuthering Heights", and item number one "l understand anecdote”
students find both less difficult in both novels and they got the same percentage of
(64%). Item number two "Allusion cause difficulties to me" students find difficult to
understand the meaning of using it with a percentage of (63%). Item number six
"Diction is not appearance for me in Wuthering Heights" most students got agree with
a percentage of (60%).

According to the same table, items that are as follows: concerning item number
nine, which states, "Hyperbole causes problem to me", and item number ten "I find
difficulty in chiasmus”, and item number eleven "Gothic images are clearly
represented” the three items cause problem or less difficult to students with a
percentage of (58%) most students agree answered. According to the same table, item
seventeen "Description of the setting is adequate in "Great Expectations"”, most
students are neutral that the Description of the setting is adequate in "Great
Expectations” with a percentage of neutral of (56.%), whereas item number sixteen,
which states, "Narrative technique is vague”, most students' responses are neutral
concerning this item with a percentage of (56.%), while item number thirteen, which
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states, "Form and content are correspondent™, also most students' neutral to this item
with a percentage (56.%). According to these results, most students have difficulty
understanding rhetorical aspects of novels at the two universities.

4.2 Discussions of Analysis

The findings of this study reveal that most third-grade students in Tikrit and Kirkuk
universities' departments of English have rhetorical difficulties. They had certain
difficulties, as the vast majority of students were facing difficulty in understanding
rhetorical devices in the two novels.

The results of the first aim show that the EFL university students at the two colleges
of Education Tikrit and Kirkuk universities Students faced undetermined challenges due
to the fact that the great majority of students have no does rhetorical aspects novel
(Wuthering Heights and Great Expectations). Because the instructors do not concentrate
on them because they are very difficult for them.

The most difficult items are parody and sarcasm constitute the first and second rank
in instructor's responses. So, they are the most difficult for instructors so as for students.

5.1 Conclusions

In the light of the results of the research, the researcher has reached to the following
conclusions: -

1. Iraqi students who are studying English novel for the third grade are facing a lot of
difficulties and obstacles. These difficulties lie in content, and teaching techniques.

2. The most rhetorical difficulties for students are parody, and anaphora.

3. Parody, sarcasm, nostalgia, and metaphor are the most difficult for students.

4. Concerning methods of teaching need for translation, reflection, prediction are
difficult for instructor to be taught to students

5. Some of the students lack the ability to master the novel as a literary work and to
comprehend the rhetorical aspect of novel.
6.The students through learning novel have acquired skills such as reading and
memorizing the vocabulary, but they do not know how to analyze the rhetorical devices
used in novel.

5.2 Recommendations for Novel Instructors and students
On the basis of the results of this study, the researcher has drawn some
recommendations: -
To improve the process of teaching novel, there must be a certain method to be followed,
which may help the students to know the rhetorical devices of the novel and at the same
time acquire many skills and to achieve the main aim behind teaching novel which is
paring the students to be lifelong readers.
1. The instructors of the novel method must try to be creative in choosing the method
that will be followed in teaching the novel and try to refresh the method from time to
time with new techniques in order not to make the students do not feel bored in learning
the novel.
2. Instructors Should take into account the rhetorical characteristics of each novel as
well as their preferred methods of education when teaching an English novel.
3. Instructors must use of modern teaching methods that encourage greater engagement
and interaction with students.
4. Exchange professional experiences among Instructors through training
5. Instructors should increase the positive feelings towards studying novel to motivate
their imagination.
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6. It is recommended that English literature classes should be organized into small and

large group formats.
7. More attention should be paid to rhetorical aspect of novels.

8. Discourse analysis should be taught to students to be able to analyze the novel texts.

References

AlSofi, A. (2008). "The difficulties of teaching English novel for

eleventh grade from the teachers' perspective in
Unpublished Master Thesis Islamic University
Ary, D., Jacobs, L. C., & Sorensen, C. K. (2010). Introduction to

the
Gaza".

Research

in education. Belmont: Wadsworth, Cengage Learning .

Coyle, (1993).

Creswell, John W. (2012). Educational Research. New York:
Education.

Del Greco, L., Walop, W. & McCarthy, R.
"Questionnaire development: 2.
reliability”. CMAJ: Canadian Medical Association

136 (7), 699.

Elizabeth J. Keller, (2019).

Fowler, F. J. (2002). Survey Research Methods. Newbury Park,

Goodvin, Renee. (1998) "Alittle Bit About Novel".Huston:Blonde
Information Services.
Kdassen. Dk/didaktik/14-16. Htm

Greenblatt, Stephen, ed. The Norton Anthology of English
Volume 2, 8th ed. New York: Norton, 2006.

Hanlon, B. and Larget, B. (2011). Samples and Population.
University of Wisconsin.

Hawthorn, Jeremy. (1986). Studying the Novel: An Introduction.
Great Britain Press.

Hughes, Kathryn. (1993). The Victorian Governess, Hambledon
Grande, OH), 1993.

Kawther Parween Shawkat (2005) M.A. thesis "An Assessment
Novel Methods in English Departments in
Education at Tikrit University".

Kibin, (2022).

Lewis et al (1995).

Madden, Frank.2002. Exploring Poetry: Writing and Thinking
Poetry. London Addison Wesley Longman, Lnc

Naser, Raja T. (1963). The Teaching of English to Arab Students.
Longman Green & Co Ltd.

Rahmat Noor Hanim (2020) M.A. thesis "Gender Differences in
Problems”.

Richard Johnson-Sheehan, (2016).

Sonja K. Foss , (2017).

Webster, Merriam. (2022) "Anecdote." Merriam-Webster.com
Merriam-Webster,

Webster.com/dictionary/anecdote. Accessed 24 Jun.

Wuthering Heights — a complex novel by Emily Bronte. (2019,
Retrieved June 24,

79

2022,

Pearson

H. (1987).
Validity and

Journal,

CA, SAGE.
Librarian.
WWW.
Literature.
Madison:
London:

Press (Rio

of Teaching
the Colleges of

About

London:

Rhetorical

Dictionary,

https://www.merriam-

2022.
May 13).
from



Journal of Language Studies. VVol.VI, No. 3 2023, Pages (65-81)

https://studydrived.com/wuthering-heights-a-complex-novel-by-
emily-bronte/

Appendix (A)
Questionnaire for students
How far would you agree that the English novels: "*Wuthering
Heights' and ""Great Expectations' are characterized with the

following items?

Rhetorical difficulties

o W ) > wn
= S| & 88| 225
No. @ D o D c Q @ o
3 S2| €| 2| 2|33
) o < = g; D |0
D < D - <
1. I understand anecdote
2. Allusion cause difficulties to me
3. I don't find satire easy in "Wuthering
Heights"
4, Parody is difficult for me
5. Sarcasm is easy for me
6. Diction is not appearance for me in
"Wuthering Heights"
7. I can't find utopia in "Wuthering Heights"
8. I don't know what nostalgia means
9. Hyperbole causes problem to me
10. | I find difficulty in chiasmus
11. | Gothic images are clearly represented
12. | Metaphor is highly represented more than
simile in "Great Expectation”
13. | Form and content are correspondent
14. | Objective correlative is employed in a
confusing way
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15. | Rhetorical style of some speeches and
dialogues is extravagant

16. | Narrative technique is vague

17. | Description of the setting is adequate in
"Great Expectations"

18. | Onomatopoeia is not quite clear in

19. | Personification makes the novel interesting.

20. | Finding literary devices and teaching them is

avoid in this novel is a difficult task.
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