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Abstract

Metaphor is one of the most important and complex topics that, from the time of the Greeks
to the present day, has been a subject of debate among philosophers, scholars, linguists,
and researchers. For this reason, throughout the various stages of human life—from the
fourth century BC, through the Middle Ages, the Renaissance, the Enlightenment, the
French Revolution, modern philosophy, and the twentieth century—new and different
perspectives on metaphor have emerged. Interpretations of metaphor are sometimes close
to each other, while in other cases they are completely divergent. Therefore, this study
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attempts to present a new perspective on metaphor, distinct from the traditional view,
which considers metaphor merely as a form of imagery, serving primarily as an aesthetic
device in literature; or defines metaphor as the conscious use of words; or treats it as a
process of analogy, comparison, and identification between two objects or entities that
share certain properties and characteristics. The research, drawing on the insights of Paul
Ricoeur, Max Black, and George Lakoff, introduces a new dimension of metaphor within
the framework of Interactive Theory. In this theory, metaphor is based on the transfer of
function from the aesthetic to the conceptual domain, constructed on the interaction
between two concepts. Each of these concepts abandons part of its own features and
properties while simultaneously adopting some features of the other. Thus, this study
approaches metaphor as an intellectual matter rather than merely a literary one.
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