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Abstract

This study is interested in the most common rhetorical, argumentation, and meaning
ideological tactics utilized in the presidential back-to-school speeches in Arabic and
English and aims to add something new on politicians' self-representation in critical
discourse analysis. Based on Tajfel and Turner's (1979) Social Identity Theory and van
Dijk's (2006, 2008) Socio-Cognitive Approach and Ideological Square, the research is
eclectic in model and compares four excerpts, two from Barack Obama and two from
Mohammed bin Zayed. The study seeks to get responses to three basic questions: (1) Which
rhetorical, argumentative, and meaning-based techniques are most and least frequently
employed in these speeches? (2) How are these strategies used in both Arabic and English
contexts? (3) Why do the two presidential levels adopt different approaches? The findings
confirm that actor description is the most utilized meaning strategy, while authority and
presupposition dominate argumentation tactics, and metaphor and repetition are major
rhetorical devices. Both leaders construct social and personal identities and frame
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themselves as responsible who determine the future of the students, on the basis of shared
ideological and communication norms between cultures.
Keywords: CDA, ldentity, Actor description, Ideology, In-group
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1. Introduction

According to Jorgensen and Phillips (2002), discourse analysis, or CD, is a group of

interdisciplinary techniques that can be used in a number of studies to investigate a broad range

of social domains. The term "critical discourse analysis™ (CDA) refers to a method of CD that

considers language as a social activity and is interested in the ways that language is used to

represent ideologies and power structures. Because CD analysts are particularly interested in
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issues of inequality, they sometimes think about the question "who benefits?" (Baker and Ellece,

2011). Nonetheless, the subsequent subsections are taken into account:

1.1 Problem of the Study

In order to identify the language representations of ideologies, earlier academics have studied
self-representation in political speeches under the general heading of critical discourse analysis.
The current study attempts to fill the gap in the literature regarding politicians' self-representation
because there aren't many studies on the subject. However, the following questions are anticipated
to be addressed by the study:
1. Which rhetorical, argumentative, and meaning-based techniques are most frequently employed
in presidential back-to-school speeches in Arabic and English, respectively?
2. In what ways do presidential back-to-school speeches in Arabic and English employ rhetorical,
argumentative, and meaning manipulation techniques, respectively?

3. Why do the English and Arabic Presidential levels use different strategies?

1.2 Aim of the Study

The study's objectives are to: 1-ldentify the most common rhetorical, argumentative, and
meaning-based tactics employed in presidential back-to-school speeches in Arabic and English.
2. Outlining the most common rhetorical, argumentative, and meaning-based techniques expected in
presidential back-to-school speeches in Arabic and English.
3. Recognizing the absence of these ideological categories in Presidential Back-to-School Addresses
in Arabic and English.

1.3 Hypotheses of the Study

It is hypothesized that: 1. The most common meaning, argumentation, and rhetorical tactics employed
in English and Arabic Presidential Back-to-School Speeches are actor description, authority, and
repetition.

2. Intheir political speeches, Obama and Bin Zayed both make excellent use of argumentative authority

more than the argumentative illustration.

513


https://doi.org/10.25130/Lang.9.4.

Journal of Language Studies Vol.9, No.4, Part 2, 2025, Pages (511-530)
DOI: https://doi.org/10.25130/Lang.9.4.P2.23

3. Compared to other rhetorical devices, Obama and Bin Zayed employ exaggeration less frequently

in their political speeches.

2. Theoretical Background
2.1 Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA)

The study of dominance, prejudice, power, and control as they manifest in language is the
focus of CDA. This method aims to critically analyze the ways in which discourse or language
use conveys, signals, forms, legitimizes, and expresses many facets of social inequality
(Wodak, 1995; Taylor, 2013; Mohammed, 2024). Furthermore, CDA coincides with important
developments in psychology, philosophy, politics, and sociolinguistics (Van Dijk, 2008).
Regarding CDA approaches, they are described as follows:
1. Wodak's Historical Discourse Approach has to do with critical theory's socio-philosophy
(Wodak and Meyer, 2001). It takes into account the dialectical relationships between the
interaction and its surroundings. Discourse influences social interaction, which in turn
influences the situational context. This method aims to make it easier to analyze utterances
that include implicit bias and reveal hidden (Stefan et al., 2000).

2. Faiclough's Dialectical-Relational Approach found that these approaches fail to consider
discourse critically. According to him (2000; 2003), the CDA was created as a result of the
conventional classification of linguistics and other social scientific disciplines. Fairclough's
approach has a big influence on CDA research since it focuses on social life elements and how
they connect to language use.

3. The Socio-Cognitive Approach of Van Dijk: CDA is a perspective that integrates a number
of theories. Van Dijk (2002; 2015) makes a number of suggestions on factors relevant to the
micro-level of every social group. Additionally, he (2001; 1998) emphasizes social cognition

as the bridge connecting society and text.

2.2 ldeology

Social power is defined by ideology, which can be viewed as the basic building block of
a group's social representation. Furthermore, according to Van Dijk, "groups have (more or
less) power if they are able to (more or less) control the acts and minds of members of other

groups” (Van Dijk, 2003). Van Dijk's methodology thus encompasses three realms of analysis:
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discourse, cognitive, and social. Discourse analysis is based on texts and looks at them from

lexical, semantic, syntactic, and rhetorical points of view.

2.3 ldentity

Identity, according to Richards and Schmidt (2010), is a person's perception of
themselves as distinct, independent individuals, including their self-image and self-awareness.
Personal and social identities are the two fundamental categories into which Tajfel and Turner
(1979) divide identity. While social identification relates to the act of defining ourselves in
terms and categories that we can communicate with others, personal identity deals with

philosophical questions that arise about ourselves as a result of our humanity.

3.Methodology of the Study

Four excerpts from presidential back-to-school speeches in Arabic and English have been
chosen. These excerpts were selected for the eclectic model's investigation and analysis.
According to Creswell (1998: 35), "it is useful when either the quantitative or qualitative
approach by itself is inadequate to best understand a research problem or the strengths of both
quantitative and qualitative research can provide the best understanding”. Van Dijk (2002),
however, proposes the following important levels:
1) The most straightforward method for expressing ideological "content™ is the Meaning
Ideological Category. The following is an explanation of the meaning devices (van Dijk,
2002):

a- Actor Description: How actors are characterized in D based on our beliefs.

It gives a detailed description of the entities (position, person, thing) of D, i.e. ideologies
embed the way persons are elaborated in D, (van Dijk, 2006).

b. Disclaimer: It is used to show a good description of someone, followed by a denial using
the coordinating conjunctions 'but' in the second phrase. (Van Dijk, 2006: 67).

c- Implication: Speakers may not essentially need to express what they know or think because
of a variety of pragmatic (contextual) reasons (van Dijk,2006).

d- Presupposition: Common sociocultural knowledge assumes that D senses are known, even

though they are occasionally implied and not stated explicitly. Presuppositions are typically
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used intentionally to assume that a proposition is true before it has ever been proven to be so
(Van Dijk, 2000).

2) The Argumentation Category: The following is a description of the tactics used at this
category:

a. Authority: it is employed to bolster a claim by offering reliable proof to back up one's
position (van Dijk, 2006).

b. lllustration: The process by which specific stories are mentioned, a thorough explanation is
given, or specific claims are supported by examples, making the reasoning more believable,

convincing, and memorable (van Dijk, 2006).

3.  The following tactics are included in the Rhetoric Category:
a-Metaphor: When two entities are compared, the qualities of one are susceptible to the
properties of the other.

b.Hyperbole is a semantic rhetorical device that enhances meaning. We might use exaggerated
language when describing the alleged negative traits or actions of others (van Dijk, 2006).
c.One broad rhetorical technique that can be used to emphasize our strengths and the
weaknesses of others is repetition (van Dijk, 2000).

To further differentiate social groups, Tajfel and Turner (1979) propose the notion of social
categorization. On the basis of social identification, it was created in part to address problems
brought up by social identity theory (Lambert, 1995: 49). Two fundamental social groups are
the focus:
-According to Lambert (1995: 49), an in-group is a group that you personally belong to as well
as any other people who are thought to be members of that group.
-Members of the out-group are perceived as homogeneous, "all the same,” and possessing

more undesirable traits. This effect is described by the homogeneity bias (Linville et al., 1989).

4. Data Analysis and Findings
4.1 Analysis of Obama's Extracts/ English Presidential Back to School Speeches
A. Actor Description (Meaning)
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Obama begins by describing the actor and then uses the personal pronoun "I" five times
in the speech to thank the pupils. "I know that for many of you", "l imagine there are some
seniors out there", " | know that feeling", " I was young", " I lived in Indonesia for a few years"
(extract 1). The utterances contain two repetitions of the same personal pronoun. "I've talked
a lot about”, " That's what | want to focus on today" (extract 2). Additionally, the pronoun
"we" is employed once in the utterance " we can have the most dedicated teachers"(extract 2).
These statements demonstrate that Obama thinks independently as a responsible individual
who considers others, defends and communicates his emotions, and speaks for others. He
maintains his individuality by focusing on positive self-presentation. In order to maintain a
social identity, he later employs the personal pronouns "we" to denote in-groupness and
positive self-representation.

The phrase "your parents,"” which appears three times in extracts 1 and 2, serves as another
way to characterize Obama. It conveys the idea that parents are important in students' lives
because they can be seen as a foundation for empowering kids to assume their responsibilities
in life. In order to preserve social identity, this exemplifies positive US self-representation and
in-groupness. Lastly, the personal pronoun "she" is used five times in these sentences, "she
didn't have the money ", " but she thought it was important ", " So she decided to teach ", "
But because she had to go to work ", " she could do it was at 4:30 in the morning " describing
how his mother contributed to his success. Obama thus emphasizes the importance of parents'
personal identities by demonstrating the positive self-representation and in-groupness that are
necessary for achieving social pleasure.

Obama describes the children's experiences in order to prepare their minds for their
circumstances and explain why their emotions changed once they returned to school. In the
utterances, he uses the word "school" four times " today is the first day of school ", " or starting
middle or high school ", " , it's your first day in a new school ", " all the American kids went
to school™, (Extract 1) and (three times) in (extract 2) such as, " the best schools in the world",
"unless you show up to those schools”, "and turning around schools that aren't working™ to
show the significance of this institution. The purpose is also to maintain social identity since
Obama intends to be socially accepted and achieve social satisfaction. As a result, Obama uses

this strategy (18) times.
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B. Disclaimers (Meaning)

Obama employs this discursive device (9) on a number of occasions in relation to
disclaimers, which are statements that indicate you are not accountable for anything. The
hedges' positive and negative forms, including "I she didn't have,” "just a little bit," "some of
you,"” "you could've,” "l imagine,” and "l know" (extract 1), demonstrate that the kids had no
idea what the future held. He simultaneously exhibits good self-representation. This shows
that he has pushed pupils to create objectives, believe in themselves, and be the architects of
their own destinies. He has also urged them to work hard in their studies and take charge of
their education. The utterance contains another disclaimer «, but she thought it was important
for me to keep up with an American education,” " But because she had to go to work, the only
time she could do it was at 4:30 in the morning"(extract 1) to show that his mother works hard
to provide him with a top-notch education since she believes that education is the only way to
make people better overall. The statement "But at the end of the day, we can have the most
dedicated teachers, the most supportive parents, the best schools in the world" (extract 2)
indicates that parents, teachers, and the government all have a part in ensuring that pupils
receive a quality education. These disclaimers represent in-groupness and positive self-

representation.

C. Implication (Meaning)

Another meaning discursive device that Obama uses to describe his post-meeting
presentation of himself to students is implication. He employs it four times. He suggests that
a shift has occurred in the lives of the kids in the statement, "I know that for many of you,
today is the first day of school™ (extract 1). According to Obama, "it's your first day in a new
school, so it's understandable if you're a little nervous" (extract 1), they will stop at nothing to
achieve their objectives. "One of it will matter unless all of you fulfill your responsibilities,
unless you show up to those schools, unless—" (extract 2) suggests that people can easily feel
unimportant or think that their actions have little impact. In actuality, though, each individual
is vital to making the world a better place for everybody. According to the statement “the
responsibility each of you has for your education™ (extract 2), responsibility is a crucial idea
that each person needs to comprehend and accept. Obama hopes to improve the lives of

students by preserving his social identity and presenting a positive image of himself.
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D. Presupposition (Meaning)

Presupposition is another tactic that Obama uses thirteen times. The following statements
attest to this: Obama assumes that the first day of school is crucial for pupils to live with their
peers when he says, "I know that for many of you, today is the first day of school” (extract 1).
The statement "it's your first day in a new school, so it's understandable if you're a little
nervous™ (extract 1) has another presumption. Obama assumes that because there are a lot of
students and a difference between yesterday and today, the kids are a little anxious on the first
day of school. The utterance contains another presumption “l imagine there are some seniors
out there who are feeling pretty good right now -- (applause) -- with just one more year to go”
(extract 1) wherein Obama assumes that a large number of healthy seniors have made a
deliberate effort to lead healthy lives. The statement in excerpt 1 that "some of you are
probably wishing it were still summer and you could've stayed in bed just a little bit longer
this morning" assumes that the children's lives have already become less comfortable. The
statement "And my mother, she didn't have the money to send me where all the American kids
went to school” (extract 1) represents another presupposition, which is that Obama'’s family
does not make enough money.

Regarding extract 2, there are two utterances that express the presuppositions. "I've talked
a lot about your government's responsibility for setting high standards™ is the first one, and it
assumes that Obama and his colleagues try to implement particular procedures in an effort to
improve educational institutions and research the needs of students. The second statement,
"That's what | want to focus on today...." assumes that students' accountability for their
education is an essential component of their quest for both academic achievement and personal
development. Since practically all of the presuppositions are about Obama and his students,
the presupposition device suggests that Obama maintains both his personal and social

identities.

E. Authority (Argumentation)
Obama employs authority device by presenting himself and his students as well as by
voicing his own thoughts, emotions, and plans. He uses it ten times. In essence, Obama uses

the personal pronoun I to convey his own thoughts like "I know that for many of you", "I
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imagine there are some seniors out there", " | know that feeling"”, " I was young", " I lived in
Indonesia for a few years™ (extract 1).; The same personal pronoun is repeated twice in the
utterances "I've talked a lot about™”, " That's what | want to focus on today" (extract 2). He
maintains his individuality. Obama obviously doesn't hesitate to share his opinions with the
students. He wants to demonstrate that he is capable of making decisions regarding the various
matters pertaining to students' lives and that he has his own plans. Obama consistently
emphasizes the importance of kids' character, as in “where students aren't getting the
opportunities that they deserve™ (Extract 1), "And for those of you in kindergarten, or starting
middle or high school”, "And no matter what grade you're in" (Extract 2). Since he maintains
his sense of self by expressing how he feels in the present compared to the past, these
statements stand for positive self-representation. When Obama speaks in the name of students,
he also represents authority by using the pronoun "we," as in "we can have the most dedicated
teachers” (extract 2). Obama is an example of positive self-representation that uses social

identity to achieve social satisfaction.

F. Illustration (Argumentation)

The use of illustrations to support claims about the children's past and to have them ready
to pay for the change that will occur is another argumentation device. Obama used the
illustration technique three times. It is displayed in “When | was young, my family lived
overseas.” (extract 1), “I lived in Indonesia for a few years. And my mother, she didn't have
the money to send me where all the American kids went to school, but she thought it was
important for me to keep up with an American education.” (extract 1), “So she decided to teach
me extra lessons herself, Monday through Friday” (extract 1), " But because she had to go to
work, the only time she could do it was at 4:30 in the morning ". It is evident from these
statements that Obama emphasizes good self-representation by doing his best to include
specifics about his biography. Obama explains that he implements numerous policies to
enhance students' lives and meet their needs to the fullest extent possible in the statements
"I've talked a lot about your government's responsibility for setting high standards, and
supporting teachers....", "But at the end of the day,...", and "That's what | want to focus on
today: the ". Obama is inhabiting the social identity since he wants to convince people of his

past in order to feel socially satisfied.
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G. Metaphor (Rhetoric)

Regarding the rhetorical devices, Obama uses metaphor three times in the two extracts,
relating the future of students to "high standards,” "the most dedicated teachers," "the most
supportive parents,” and "the best schools™ (Extract 1), as well as "so it's understandable,”
"pretty good right,” and "a little nervous" (Extract 1). Obama undoubtedly employs these
various metaphorical terms to portray the US in a positive light and preserve a social identity
that would allow him to be accepted and content with society.

H. Hyperbole (Rhetoric)

The phrase. (Extract 1), "extra lessons herself" (extract 1), "setting high standards,"
(extract 2) is hyperbolic Obama utilizes hyperbole to exaggerate details about his background,
which reflects how he preserves his individuality. Using this tool, he presents a favorable
image of himself and emphasizes the value of social acceptance. Therefore, the total number

of times this approach has been used is two.

I. Repetition (Rhetoric)

Another crucial rhetorical device is repetition, which is employed sixteen times in the
utterances, such as five times when the personal pronoun "I" is used. "I know that for many of
you”, "I imagine there are some seniors out there”, "I know that feeling”, "I was young”, "I
lived in Indonesia for a few years" (extract 1 ). The phrases "I've talked a lot about" and "That's
what | want to focus on today" (extract 2) both use the same personal pronoun twice.
Furthermore, the phrase "we can have the most dedicated teachers" (extract 2) uses the
pronoun "we" once. This tactic is also linked to the utterances' five instances of the personal
pronoun "she" she didn't have the money ", " but she thought it was important *, " So she
decided to teach ", " But because she had to go to work ", " she could do it was at 4:30 in the
morning " to emphasize the role mothers play in helping students fulfill their future goals. Last
but not least, he uses the word "school” four times in the sentences "today is the first day of

school,” "or starting middle or high school,” "it's your first day in a new school,” and "all the
American kids went to school" (Extract 1) and three times in (Extract 2), including "the best

schools in the world," "unless you show up to those schools,” and "and turning around schools
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that aren't working." This suggests that Obama seeks social fulfillment and in-groupness,

opening up a wide range of potential outcomes.

4.2 Analysis of Bin Zayed's Extracts/ Arabic Presidential Back to School Speeches
Extract (3)

palail) g Usd 3 Cplalall 5 G paal) gaend Uy L oS jlan () 3 gall ST 1 o 3 sl L e . oSile 230
lis gal 55, Lna S5 pSlalslall ol | e s ol 3 ple (3 Aaali g 438 50 gl 0 sS dll 6L )5
8 ymaad | 5_liall g dgal) Jhu aSuals | Jiftsall L an yis & jlgall s aMall oda Jhiad oS jlass . Lediiaty
i g Y Al ie 5 e 4 jaall 5 alall

Translation

Peace be upon you .. my children .. First of all, I congratulate you on returning to your
schools.. and | congratulate all the schools and those working in the education sector .. God
willing, it will be a successful and fruitful start to a new academic year. My children .. The
beginning of life is dreams .. They grow with us .. and our ambitions grow with them .. and
your schools refine these dreams and skills and shape the future .. | advise you to make an
effort and persevere.. because the journey of knowledge and learning is continuous and never

stops ..

Extract (4)

aSaiii plusly oS ) )5 paliind | A glaall (g 188 5 Y 5 aSHIaaT | gada A Sadl g g Il s el e LaSile
oSl g jusa g, Aaslae Sl ) 5 L 5 y0a S0 sea () ilabaall 1 saT 5 Cpalaall 1 AY il 5 aSadine g oSillal adii g
Loyl oline (gl anleill e dhaai Lavie 5 Al )l o ool o aSiimy g aSkadany il 5 | anleill 3343 53l L33
L BomaY) 5 a5 Y s O 053 e Ledlanl 383 O (S Vs, AalSiha s slaia sl (1 Jash Ul aladll
Bacluay | llise g adlgn aliday o) 50 aainall ool Ay | gl danliall o) dngiy agllie dailiay o ) o0
pSlaing g oSE g il ALalSY Lgdland (38nt i Lghislaa g auleill da slaie

Translation

My children, you must excel, be creative and determined. Set your goals and never stop
trying. Invest your time in things that benefit you, your families and your community. | say

to my brothers and sisters, the teachers, that your efforts are appreciated, your message is
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great and your responsibility in education and teaching is huge. May God protect you and
help you carry out this message. When we talk about education, it does not mean just the
school, the teacher and the student, but rather education is an integrated system. It cannot
achieve its goals without the father, mother and family playing their role and following up
on their children and providing a suitable environment for them. Likewise, society plays its
role with its various agencies and institutions by helping and assisting the education system

until it achieves its full goals. May God grant you success and protect you.

A. Actor Description (Meaning)

Within this meaning device, Bin Zayed expresses his self-representation through saying
“aSu e ) 53 pell AT S LI, aSuum sli 7 (Extract 3),  Claleal) 53/ 5 Spaleall il 63 Y 685 (EXtract
4). This statement notes that Bin Zayed thinks conceptually on his own as a responsible
individual who considers others, communicates with the students, and expresses his feelings.
Additionally, he maintains his individuality by emphasizing positive self-representation. Then,
in order to retain a social identity, he said ¢ «ulhll s aleal/ s Lo ol sline | asleill e Cianbilodie 5,
UolSio 4o shio aaleill ST, L5 (Extract 4) to reflect in-groupness and positive self-representation.

Furthermore, Bin Zayed refers to the students as in J&= & in both extracts. By talking
about the students and utilizing in-groupness, Bin Zayed also maintains his individuality. By
stressing positive US self-representation, he maintains his personal identity. Another way to
characterize Bin Zayed's speech is the sixteen instances in which he refers to students using” ..
5 plially dgad) Jiu aSua sl ) oy jalls £10Y]s paill ., e b aSile”,  aSedif o Ludls aSld o/ [ padival ...
aSillal adiis” aSeaisa s 7. He emphasizes the part that students play in shaping the future of their
nation by using these pronouns. As president, his personality maintains the positive self-
representation and in-groupness that are necessary to attain social satisfaction. These
depictions reveal Bin Zayed's conception of space and time. He thus employs this tactic eight-

times.

B. Disclaimers (Meaning)
This discursive device is used (only once) by Bin Zayed in the following utterrance: .” .
UolSio daghiio asleil] 48T, badi by alall g 4 jrall oline (sl |, asleill e Coadi Ledie o, This is an
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example of the positive forms found in the hedges (extract 4). The statements "When we talk
about education, it does not mean just the school, the teacher, and the student, but rather
education is an integrated system,” "It cannot achieve its goals without the father, mother,"
and "It does not mean just the school™ contain further disclaimers. Since the students believe
they are accepted by society, these disclaimers demonstrate US positive self-representation
and in-groupness. Since Bin Zayed discusses his aims, the aforementioned disclaimers also

represent his social identity.

C. Implication (Meaning)

Another discursive meaning device is implication which is used to refer to how Bin Zayed
present himself and the students. This discursive device is employed (6) times. In the
utterancesple 4 daalis 4dipo Ly 55T all 2L )y .. " 22a /7 implying a pivotal moment for
students, educators, and institutions, encapsulates the profound significance of dreams in
shaping our aspirations, creativity, and understanding of life itself., »2a ¥/ ods Jiai 2 j2e 5 "
"l yle<lls proving that education is a potent instrument that influences not just people's
thoughts but also the course of societies. Schools are essential for honing aspirations and
abilities and preparing kids for a world that is complicated and changing quickly. The
statement" ..l Y dhoalsic "5 e 49 smally alell 5 pued (extract 3) indicates that acquiring
information is an essential part of being human. It embodies the spirit of curiosity and the drive
for understanding, spanning borders, cultures, and generations. The maxim "knowledge is
power" is applicable in all situations and highlights the value of lifelong learning.

Concerning (extract 4), the utterance "Uslsall e /sdsii ¥y ., S8/ /5235 " implies that
Setting goals is a basic idea that acts as a road map to help people reach their objectives. It is
the process of deciding what you want to do and setting quantifiable goals and deadlines to
carry them out. Because it fosters motivation, focus, and tenacity, goal-setting is essential in
all spheres of life—personal, academic, and professional. The maxim "never stop trying" is
crucial in the face of obstacles and setbacks that may occur while pursuing these objectives.
The statement “your message is great and your responsibility in education and teaching is
huge” implies that education is often considered the cornerstone of society, laying the
foundation for personal and collective growth. Within this framework, the role of

communication—especially the content and manner of messages conveyed during the
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educational process—is paramount. It plays a fundamental role in shaping students’
knowledge, attitudes, and values.. Another utterance " 4w e/ slizs (.. asleill e CiaadiLodic 4,
AlolSia Lo phiia auleill <I | ki bl 5 aleadls " implying that understanding education as an
integrated system enables us to appreciate the multifarious factors. Another implication is
stated by the utterance " adeil) 4o shic socluar ,, Ailuwjoy lga Cililar o) pb acinad/ o5 A<,
MaShing g aSE gy bl | ALalSI lgdlaaf 3inT in Leiisles s demonstrating that education is essential to
growth on both a personal and societal level. By maintaining their individuality and displaying
contentment with the fewest possessions they own, Bin Zayed exemplifies positive self-
representation. Additionally, Bin Ziad hopes to improve students' lives by preserving the social

identity and presenting a favorable image of herself.

D. Presupposition (Meaning)
Presupposition is considered another tactic that Bin Zayed uses five times. The following

statements attest to this: The statements
“line puSi | 2Dlafsladl LIy, “dd malls alell 5 pusad 7 ™ (extract 3) The beginning of life is dreams
and the journey of knowledge and learning is continuous and never stops, assume that the
pursuit of knowledge is a fundamental aspect of human existence and that dreams have a
profound impact on our aspirations, creativity, and understanding of life itself. It transcends
boundaries, cultures, and generations to embody the spirit of curiosity and the desire for
understanding. Regarding (Extract 4), the statement..<ebic aSiflu ;5 * 4y il 4 5 S 2Dl jusa g

~L=1/3"Your message is great and your responsibility in education and teaching is huge
assumes that teachers have a major influence on the information, attitudes, and values of their
students.

One more statement " adeil/ (ST, Lds bl aleall g Lo jrall sline (., arleill e Canfi Ladic 4,
4Lal<5 4a shia” \WWhen we talk about education, it does not mean just the school, the teacher, and
the student, but rather education is an integrated system, this assumes that by considering
education as an interconnected system, one can recognize the numerous components that go
into learning and the dissemination of knowledge. The statement s <S5 .,

ALl lgloaf (3EnT in lghigles 5 auleil] Lo gplito sacluay | ilasas oy 4ilgn Cilides o o1 aiaall™ SOCiELY
plays its role with its various agencies and institutions........ implies that the full potential of an

educational system can only be achieved through the combined efforts of different societal
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agencies and institutions. Since practically all of the presuppositions are about Bin Zayed and
the students, the presupposition device shows that he maintains both his personal and societal

identities.

E. Authority (Argumentation)

In addition to his presentation, Bin Zayed expresses his own thoughts, emotions, and
plans, utilizing the authority technique. He uses it 7 times. In the following *“ ./ 52 s2// A< I LT |
A )5 pliall g gl Jiy aSuasli | (Extract 3), .desjalls glu¥s il | oo baSde”, «. /s
Usladll o 15555 Y 5. 2SH28", 5 aSeaing s aSlla ] pdii g aSedi o Lals S5/ |5 padin’” . 5 pho oS0 e )
pileill g Lo il 6 5 S ATl g puse g, dakic aSill ) 5 (Extract 4) He keeps his personal identity. It's
clear that Bin Zayed bases his opinions on his limited experiences. Additionally, his mindset
inspires the pupils since he understands their thoughts and actions. Therefore, Bin Zayed
always emphasizes on pupil using direct address as" k=" my children, these statements

constitute good self-representation and help him to keep his identity.

F. Illustration (Argumentation)

The use of illustrations is accomplished by providing specifics about what will transpire
in their future. Bin Zayed uses the illustration technique five times. As evidenced by the
statement .. .. palail) g U8 3 Cplalall 5 Ganpaall auaad Ul | oS jlae ) 3352l o1 U e 25 I Bin
Zayed congratulates students on returning to thier schools. This illustrate continues to be a
time to celebrate the spirit of learning and the crucial role that education plays in forming
people and societies as students and educators return to their schools. Returning to school
signifies more than just going back to classes; it also means rekindling one's enthusiasm for
learning, development, and progress, « aSw_laas .. bt Ua gala 3y | Lae oS | Wdlal sbal) Ay
uianall L sy s O jlgall 5 a2aY) 028 Jia? The life is dreams .. They grow with us and schools
refine these dreams and shape the future (extract 3) explains that Dreams are the basis upon
which people construct their futures; they are the seeds of desire. They serve as our compass,
assisting us in overcoming obstacles and grasping opportunities. From a young age, our dreams

develop with us, shaped by our upbringing, experiences, and education. Schools are essential
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in honing these aspirations and abilities, influencing not only people's futures but also the
course of society at large.
The statements . 53 683 5¢a O Glalaall 15315 Cpalaall 1 53Y Jsdl5 7

Teachers’ efforts are appreciated. This highlights how it shapes people and influences their
futures. Teachers' unrelenting passion and commitment are the driving force behind every
successful person .. Liislas g adedll 4a glaia Baelisey |, Allunisa g allen Cilida o) g2 aainall o8 GllXS
AL Ledlaal 38a5 s Society plays its role with its institutions to assisting the education system
until it achieves its full goals indicates that A key component of human growth, education has
a crucial role in determining how people and society develop in the future. It makes it possible
for people to learn, grow, and develop the values that are necessary for both individual and
collective development. However, the education system needs the cooperation and support of
numerous societal organizations and agencies in order to succeed. In other words, Bin Ziad
emphasizes positive self-representation and negative depiction of others by doing everything
in their power to convey facts about their own future. He is occupying the social identity as a

result.

G. Metaphor (Rhetoric)

Metaphor is used by Bin Zayed (8) times in the two extract as in associating the treatment
of children as "adal sbal) 4o« "haa <77 "l leall 5 2Dal) 038 Jiat | "Juiall L ans 3 " 3 jaune
48 jmall g alall" (Extract 3)"aed danliall i) 23" | "alalSie da ghaie ailaill" | MAghe oSl )" (Extract 4).

H. Hyperbole (Rhetoric)
Bin Zayed used this device (two times). The phrases "kl sball 42"
Life begins with dreams overstates the centrality of dreams as the foundation of life.
This utterances in Extract 3 s ¥ 4ha/ sis 5_use 44 sall 5 alell 5 suue” an intentional exaggeration
used to emphasize the endless nature of learning. Since Bin Zayed uses hyperbole to dramatize
aspects of the pupils' future, these statements demonstrate how he preserves his individuality.
Additionally, he exhibits a positive self-image and highlights the significance of social

acceptance. Therefore, the total number of times this category is used is five.
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I. Repetition (Rhetoric)

Another crucial rhetorical device is repetition, which is employed 24 times in the use of
In this extract, repetition is employed as a persuasive rhetorical strategy to reinforce core
messages and emphasize collective identity, encouragement, and shared responsibility. The
repeated use of the address term " Jue L" (O my children) serves both an emotional and
unifying function, framing the speaker as a caring parental figure and creating a strong bond
with the students.
Additionally, phrases such as "s S aSil s suse , Aalae oSl 5 380 oS 62" exhibit tripling, a form
of repetition that enhances rhythm and emphasis, particularly in praising teachers. The term
"ia shid"(system) is also repeated to stress the interconnected nature of education, involving
students, teachers, families, and society.
This repetition not only aids in memory retention but also fosters a sense of motivation, duty,
and collective purpose among all educational stakeholders.
These elements are meant to suggest that Bin Zayed seeks social fulfillment and in-groupness,
opening up a wide range of potential outcomes. He maintains his individuality by being a
positive version of himself.
4.3 Findings

Compared to other procedures of the discourse ideological categories, Obama and Bin
Zayed employ actor description and presupposition techniques more frequently. The devices
they use to emphasize self-representation in their chosen extracts are the use of the personal
pronouns "we" and "lI," by Obama as well as the frequent use of specific address expressions
in Arabic by Bin Zayed such as “Jbe " to adopt their own identities. They usually employ
authority categories more than illustration augmentative category. Obama and Bin Zayed focus
on the rhetorical devices of repetition, which is primarily employed to symbolize social and

personal identities.
5. Conclusions

Obama and Mohammed bin Zayed employ actor description more than other meaning

categories. As a result, the first theory is confirmed. The second hypothesis is also validated
because Obama and Bin Zayed both frequently employ authority and presupposition more than

other categories. Given how much Obama and Bin Zayed rely on metaphor and repetition, the
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third hypothesis is also supported. They also take on the two identities—the societal identity

and the individual identity. They consider it their duty to oversee the future of the students.
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