Journal of Language Studies Vol. 3, No. 2, Winter 2020, Pages (26-51)

M ——
Academic Sclentific Journals —— At Aand Y Sl
\ ISSN: 2663-9033 (Online) | ISSN: 2616-6224 (Print) l '
\ 7 <l.llmnr}t‘n.
CAN T

\ ™ Journal of Language Studies

Contents available at: hitp:/jls.tu.edu.ig

The Poet and Identity: A Critical Reading of Identity
and Belonging in Mahmud Darwish's Poetry

Asst. Prof. Dr. Mahmood Ayed Atiya*

Mosul University, College of Education for Women, Depart. Of Arabic
Language.

E-mail: Mahmoud alatiya@yahoo.com

Keywords: Abstract:
. ) A new literary and critical phenomenon emerged lately after the
- identity appearance of globalization and it attracted the attention of Arab
critics and scholars because it raises a question about the position of
- core Avrabic literature and thought in the contemporary intellectual milieu.
_ the hidden It also indicated that an intellectual crisis is at hand which may drive

the Arab intellectual to the verge on the unknown creating disorder
and confusion in his thinking by trying to thrust him into the turmoil
of the information technological revolution, driving him to forget his
- Mahmud Darwish past under the pretext of the demise of ideology, self-denial, freedom
and awareness. In the field of literature and literary criticism, these
nomenclatures produced new literary and critical movements which
did not belong to a particular identity; on the contrary, they were
; ) close to unconsciousness and absorbed in unawareness and
Article history: irresponsibility which contributed to man's loss of identity. These
thoughts caused the vanishing of many principles and values of the
Arabs. However, literature as an enormous organism of values
) retained some of them that upkept the spirit of belonging and showed
-Received:13\1212019 | the jmportance of identity as thought and practice which are able to
bring originality back to maintain the Arabian poet's attitude to

- the apparent
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colonialist wars, cultural invasion, alienation and attempts of
annihilating the Arabic identity. Mahmud Darwish is among the poets
who succeeded in mingling the interior and the exterior; the past and
the present of the Arabic personality. His attitude is that of the
omniscient of the splendor of his personality and its unigque
potentialities in many of his poetic texts; he even wrote a poem
entitled "An Identity Card" which will be the main concern of this

paper.

This paper attempts to shed light on the concept of identity and
belonging and to analyze the poem to explore its aesthetic value in
expressing the contemporary phase, sustaining the importance of
identity and belonging, and emphasizing the necessity of identity for
man as different from others in cultural, spiritual and material
aspects. The paper shows, through analysis, the nature of identity and
belonging, according to the poet, from aesthetic perspective. What
gives the text more significance is the poet's deep personal experience
in facing the attitude of anti-Arabic identity.
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1- problemes de languistique generale: emile benveniste,paris,gallimard,1966.
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